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SECOND  EDITION 
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HHE  very  favourable  reception 
the  fir  ft  Edition  of  this  Pam¬ 
phlet  met  with  from  the  Public,  and 

the  numerous  demands  which  have 

/ 

been  made  for  a  fecond,  have  induced 
me  to  prefent  it  to  the  Public  in  a  ftate 
ftill,  I  fear,  imperfedt,  and  very  far  fliort 
of  that  to  which  it  is  my  ardent  with  to 
be  able  to  bring  it.  However,  I  hope 
it  will  be  found  to  pofiefs  very  con- 
fiderable  additions  and  improvements, 
and  I  acknowledge  it  may  admit  of 
many  more,  which  the  duties  of  a 

W 

profefiionai 


[  Vi  ] 

profeffional  appointment,  together  with 
private  practice,  have  not  given  me 
lei fure  to  make.  I  muft  therefore  crave 
a  generous  indulgence  to  numerous  de¬ 
feats,  in  hopes  that  time  and  experience 
will  enable  me,  in  a  future  edition,  to 
give  a  more  full,  clear,  and  fatisfaftory 
account  of  cancerous  complaints,  than 
can  yet  be  expected  from  eight  years 
practice,  in  the  following  method  of 
operating. 

^  I 

i  have  the  very  pleaiing  fatisfadtion 
of  learning  by  letters  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  the  new 
method  of  opeiating  I  have  recom¬ 
mended  is  coming  into  general  ufe  in 

Q  O 

the  country,  as  well  as  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  ;  and  is  found  fully  to  merit  every 
thing  that  has  been  advanced  in  its 

O 

favour,  as  will  appear  from  fome  of  the 
additional  cafes  in  this  edition. 

* 

*  Excluiive 
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Exclufive  of  other  advantages  it  pof- 
feftes,  there  is  a  ftrong  prefumption  that 
the  difeafe  is  not  fo  apt  to  break  out  or 
return  again,  when  the  parts  have  been 
united  by  the  foil  intention,  as  when 
the  operation  has  been  performed  in 
the  old  way. 


I  hope  it  will  not  be  imputed  to 
vanity,  but  to  that  happinefs  and  juft 
pride  arifing  from  being  thought  ufe- 
ful  in  my  profeftional  line,  if  I  men¬ 
tion  that  one  of  the  greateft  practi¬ 
tioners  in  London  being  prefent  when 
I  operated  on  a  Lady’s  breaft,  was 
pleafed  to  pay  me  the  compliment,  of 
faying  that  he  looked  on  the  improve¬ 
ment  I  had  introduced,  in  regard  to  the 
fufferings  of  the  patient,  to  be  the  great- 
eft  that  had  been  made  in  the  practice 
of  Surgery  for  thefe  fifty  years  paft. 


The  pra&itioner,  to  whom  I  allude, 

is 
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is  Mr.  Sharpe,  whofe  eminence  and 

abilities  are  too  well  known  to  require 
either  praife  or  comment. 

Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  Pam¬ 
phlet,  I  have  operated  on  three  patients, 
in  every  one  of  whom,  the  difeafe  had 
returned  fome  months  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  had  been  performed  in  the  old 
way,  by  the  moil  eminent  Surgeons  in 
town.  The  parts  in  the  latter  ope¬ 
rations  were  fpeedily  healed  by  the  firft 
intention,  fince  which  there  has  been 
no  appearance  of  a  return  of  the  com¬ 
plaint. 

From  thefe  (to  which  many  other 
cafes  might  be  added,  were  it  my  de- 

fign  to  avail  myfeif  of  them,  in  order 
to  encreafe  the  fize  of  this  pamphlet,) 
I  hope  it  will  appear  pretty  evident, 
that  the  practice  of  keeping  the  wound 
open,  as  a  drain  to  carry  acrimony, 

morbid 
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morbid  or  cancerous  matter  out  of  the 
conhitution,  has  been  detrimental  to 
many,  and  refults  from  an  abfurd 
fanciful  theory,  which  being  unfup- 
ported  by  fads  or  experience  Ihould  be 
exploded,  and  the  iimple  rational  me¬ 
thod  I  have  defcribed,  poiTeffing  advan¬ 
tages  fo  very  fuperior,  introduced  in 
its  head. 

That  time  will  bring  the  method  I 
have  pubhlhed  intn  nfe-,  T  have 

not  a  doubt,  though  like  every  other 
improvement,  there  may  be  fome  found 
to  hart  objedions  and  oppofe  it,  from 
the  fame  illiberal  motives  that  general¬ 
ly  produce  an  oppolition  to  any  thing 
new  or  improved.  But  I  leave  it  to 
Hand  or  fall  according  to  its  merits, 
when  general  experience  ihall  be  able 
to  pronounce  clear  and  found  judg¬ 
ment.  Should  another  difcover  a  bet- 

B  ter 
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ter  method,  I  hope  a  regard  to  the 
fufferings  of  our  fellow-creatures  will 
induce  him  to  publilh  it.  Envy  (hah 
not  make  me  his  opponent,  nor  rob 
him  of  my  efteem  and  tribute  of 
praife.  Till  the  grand  defideratum  in 
cancerous  complaints,  namely,  a  re¬ 
medy  that  will  render  operation  unne¬ 
cessary,  be  difcovered,  it  is  our  duty  to 
try  every  method  tending  to  render 

the  operation  more  eafy  and  effe&ual. 
Every  individual  therefore  of  my  pro- 

feffion  1  beg  leave  to  add  refs  in  the 

words  of  a  much  admired  author, 

u . . . . —  Si  quid  novijli  reSlius  iJUs, 

“  Candidus  imperii ;  ji  non,  his  utere  mecum” 


1 1 


Introdu&ion* 


'T'HERE  is  no  difeafe  to  which  human 
JLv  nature  is  iubjedt,  confeliedly,  more 

beyond  the  reach  of  internal  medicines,  or 
more  juftly  intitled  to  be  termed  opproblum 
me  dicorum ,  than  that  dreadful  complaint,  a 
Cancer.  Every  thing  hitherto  attempted, 
by  the  moft  eminent  Phyfichns  of  all  coun- 
tries,  has  been  found  ineffectual ;  fo  that  the 
liberal,  candid,  and  heft  informed  part  of  the 
profeffion,  readily  acknowledge,  they  know 
nothing  within  the  exteniive  bounds  of  me¬ 
dicine,  any  way  to  be  relied  on  to  effect  a 
cure.  Of  this  candid  confeffion,  illiterate 


) 

) 
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* 

Quacks  and  bold  Empirics  have  ever  been 
ready  to  take  advantage  ;  whofe  fpecious 
promifes  have  induced  many  unwary  fuf- 
ferers  to  have  recourfe  to  them,  whom  they 
infenubly  intice  with  the  hopes  of  a  radical 
cure,  telling  them  it  requires  time,  during 
which  time  they  only  protraCt  the  difeafe, 
often  torturing  the  patient  with  cauftics  or 
efcharotics,  till  matters  become  fo  defperate, 
that  little  or  no  hope  can  be  entertained  even 
from  the  operation,  which,  had  it  been  per¬ 
formed  in  time,  might  have  proved  effectual. 
Their  patients,  then,  too  late,  are  convinced 

of  their  error,  when  relignation  to  their  ap¬ 
proaching  fate,  is  the  principal  alleviation 
their  fufferings  admit  of. 

The  idea  that  cancer  does  not  admit  of 
a  radical  cure,  has  undoubtedly  been  carried 
to  too  great  extent,  and  has  proved  fatal  to 
many  labouring  under  that  complaint.  Wri¬ 
ters  of  eminence  are  too  often  implicitly  be¬ 
lieved  in  every  thing  they  advance,  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  fcience  as  well  as  of  mankind.  It 
is  with  all  due  deference  to  this  eftablilhed 
eminence,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  lome 

v.  * 
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reludtance,  that  I  humbly  prefume  to  ques¬ 
tion  or  doubt  the  authority  of  men  of  fuch 
high  repute  in  the  literary  world,  as  the  late 
Dr.  Monro,  Le  Dran,  Sharpe,  and  other  au¬ 
thors  of  note,  who  have  fpoken  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  in  fuch  difcouraging  terms,  as  tend  only 
to  increafe  the  miferies  of  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers,  by  depriving  them  of  their  lad  re- 
fource,  hope  ;  as  well  as  of  every  chance  of 
preferving  or  even  prolonging  life.  For  by 
reprefenting  it  as  an  incurable  difeafe,  (I  mean 
by  any  internal  medicines  hitherto  tried)  and 
very  fubjedt  to  return  after  the  operation, 
numbers  afflidted  with  it  have  too  foon  given 
way  to  defpair,  and  thereby  loft  every  chance 
of  a  cure,  by  a  timely  excifion  of  the  difeafed 
part. 

■  So  far  therefore  as  humanity,  reafon,  and 
truth  Support  me,  I  hope  I  Shall  ftand  ex- 
cufed  in  differing,  both  in  opinion  and  prac¬ 
tice,  from  the  very  refpedtable  authorities 
above  mentioned,  without  entering  too  far 
into  a  medical  differtation  on  the  nature  of 
cancer,  which  might  be  thought  a  deviation 
from  the  line  of  a  pradtical  Surgeon. 


All 


Quacks  and  bold  Empirics  have  ever  been 
ready  to  take  advantage  ;  whofe  fpecious 
promifes  have  induced  many  unwary  fuf- 
ferers  to  have  recourfe  to  them,  whom  they 
infenfibly  intice  with  the  hopes  of  a  radical 
cure,  telling  them  it  requires  time,  during 
which  time  they  only  protradt  the  difeafe, 
often  torturing  the  patient  with  cauftics  or 
efcharotics,  till  matters  become  fo  defperate, 
that  little  or  no  hope  can  be  entertained  even 
from  the  operation,  which,  had  it  been  per¬ 
formed  in  time,  might  have  proved  effedtual. 
Their  patients,  then,  too  late,  are  convinced 
of  their  error,  when  relignation  to  their  ap¬ 
proaching  fate,  is  the  principal  alleviation 
their  bufferings  admit  of. 


The  idea  that  cancer  does  not  admit  of 
a  radical  cure,  has  undoubtedly  been  carried 
to  too  great  extent,  and  has  proved  fatal  to 
many  labouring  under  that  complaint.  Wri¬ 
ters  of  eminence  are  too  often  implicitly  be¬ 
lieved  in  every  thing  they  advance,  to  the  de¬ 
triment  of  fcience  as  well  as  of  mankind.  It 
is  with  all  due  deference  to  this  eftablifhed 
eminence,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  fome 

reludtance 
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relu&ance,  that  I  humbly  prefume  to  ques¬ 
tion  or  doubt  the  authority  of  men  of  fuch 
high  repute  in  the  literary  world,  as  the  late 
Dr.  Monro,  Le  Dran,  Sharpe,  and  other  au¬ 
thors  of  note,  who  have  fpoken  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  in  fuch  difcouraging  terms,  as  tend  only 
to  increafe  the  miferies  of  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers,  by  depriving  them  of  their  laft  re- 
fource,  hope  ;  as  well  as  of  every  chance  of 
preferving  or  even  prolonging  life.  For  by 
reprefenting  it  as  an  incurable  difeafe,  (I  mean 
by  any  internal  medicines  hitherto  tried)  and 
very  fubjedt  to  return  after  thq  operation, 
numbers  afflicted  with  it  have  too  foon  given 
way  to  defpair,  and  thereby  loft  every  chance 

of  a  cure,  by  a  timely  exciiion  of  the  difeafed 

, 

part. 

■  So  far  therefore  as  humanity,  reafon,  and 
truth  Support  me,  I  hope  I  Shall  Stand  ex- 
cufed  in  differing,  both  in  opinion  and  prac¬ 
tice,  from  the  very  refpedtable  authorities 
above  mentioned,  without  entering  too  far 
into  a  medical  difiertation  on  the  nature  of 
cancer,  which  might  be  thought  a  deviation 
from  the  line  of  a  practical  Surgeon. 


All 
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All  that  has  been  advanced  on  this  fob¬ 
bed,  with  fuch  abundant  ingenuity,  requir¬ 
ing  any  anfwer  or  refutation,  may  I  believe, 
be  briefly  comprifed  in  two  proportions  or 
ejertions ;  Firft,  “  That  a  real  cancer  does 
“  not  admit  of  a  radical  cure  ;  or  more  pro- 
“  perly  fpeaking,  we  are  unacquainted  with 
“  any  internal  medicine,  or  topical  applica- 
“  tion  to  be  relied  on  in  the  cure  of  a  cancer. 
Secondly,  “  That  the  difeafe  is  very  apt  to 
“  return  after  excifion.”  Thefe  two  affer- 
tions  are  intimately  related  or  connected  to 
each  other. 

In  anfwer  I  would  oblerve,  that  having 
granted  the  firft,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 

D 

operation  -  fliould  be  rejeded  as  ufelefs  and 
uncertain. 

To  the  fecond  I  anfwer,  that  the  greater 
number  of  patients  have  no  return  of  the 
difeafe  after  the  part  affected  has  been  care¬ 
fully  difl'eded  away.  This  is  clearly  proved 
by  the  cafes  publifhed  by  Mr.  Hill,  of  Dum¬ 
fries,  in  1782  ;  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  if 

the  operation  were  timely  performed,  in  the 

manner 
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manner  1  intend  to  explain  and  recommend, 
a  {till  {mailer  number  would  be  troubled 
with  the  return  of  the  difeafe.  Even  as  the 
operation  has  hitherto  been  performed,  it  is 
often  the  only  alternative  left,  which  the 
melancholy  patient  looks  on,  as  a  means  only 
to  prolong  exigence  a  while,  but  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  eradicate  the  difeafe :  yet  under  all 
thefe  difadvantageous  circumftances,  it  gene¬ 
rally  proves  fuccefsful,  and  anfwers  the  pur- 
pofes  of  a  radical  cure.  F or  notwithftanding 
the  difpofition  to  cancer,  the  perfon  who  fub- 
mits  to  the  operation  in  time,  may  live  after¬ 
wards  to  old  age,  or  die  of  a  diffeient  difeafe, 
without  the  lead;  return  ot  cancer,  unlefs 
fome  exciting  caufe  occur  to  produce  it. 

Whatever,  therefore,  tends  to  mitigate 
the  pangs  of  our  fellow  creatures,  unremit¬ 
tingly  tortured  with  this  dreadlul  dileafe, 
cannot  be  thought  unworthy  public  atten¬ 
tion  :  and  if,  not  only  to  mitigate  theu  Of¬ 
ferings,  but  to  remove  them  entirely,  can  by 
experience  be  proved  practicable,  by  an  ope¬ 
ration  much  lefs  terrible  to  the  patient  than, 

that  hitherto  praCtifed,  and  which  generally 
i  HP  '  *  anfwers 
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anfwers  the  purpofes  of  a  radical  cure ;  it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  remain  filent  on  a 
fubjeCt  fo  very  important,  in  which  great 
numbers  of  the  human  race  are  fo  deeply 
interefted.  For  highly  enlightened  as  the 
prefent  age  is,  yet  the  mod;  eminent  practi¬ 
tioners  readily  admit,  that  there  is  ftill  am¬ 
ple  room  for  further  improvement,  in  chi- 
rurgical  operations.  Though  the  modem 
improvements  are  very  numerous  and  fur- 
prifingly  great,  we  ought  by  no  means  vainly 
to  fuppofe,  that  all  or  even  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  the  principal  operations,  are  brought 
to  the  fummit  of  perfection.  One  of  the  moil 

eminent  Surgeons  of  tKio  cuuiiLij?  X  iiiciy 
venture  to  fay  of  the  prefent  age,  both  as  an 
author  and  operator,  acknowledges  this.  It 
fcarcely  needs  mention,  that  I  mean  Mr.  Pott, 
who  in  the  Preface  to  his  T reatife  on  Rup¬ 
tures  fays,  “  I  would  by  no  means  be  fup- 
“  pofed  to  think,  that  there  is  not  large  room 
“  left  for  the  induftry  both  of  us  and  our 
“  fuccefiors,  fome  of  the  operative  parts  of 
“  the  art  are  ftill  capable  of  improvement, 
“  and  the  treatment  of  fome  difeafes  might 
“  certainly  be  altered  for  the  better.” 

TI1EI1E 
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There  are  few  difeafes,  I  believe,  that  re¬ 
quire  an  alteration  and  improvement,  in  the 
general  method  of  treatment,  more  than  fcir- 

i 

rhus  and  cancer  of  the  bread;  or  teftis. 

In  thefe  complaints,  though  the  operation 
be  the  only  alternative  to  which  the  patients 
muft  have  recourfe  in  order  to  preferve  life* 
yet  it  requires  a  greater  degree  of  refolution 
than  mod;  of  them  can  readily  fummon  up* 
to  lubmit  to  it.  The  certainty  of  very  fe- 
vere  and  acute  pain  during  the  operation,  as 
well  as  of  that  which  mud  naturally  follow 
it,  the  fear  of  a  great  effufion  of  blood,  the 
uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  the  long  confinement 
and,  in  many  cafes,  mutilation  and  defor¬ 
mity,  are  difficulties  of  confiderable  magni¬ 
tude,  and  not  eafily  furmounted.  Whatever 
tends  to  leflen  all  thefe  difficulties,  will.  I 
doubt  not,  be  deemed  of  the  higheft  mo¬ 
ment.  What  I  have  to  offer,  if  received  with 
candor,  will,  I  hope,  be  found  not  unworthy 
attention,  being  the  refult  of  obfervation  and 
experience, 

e 


The 
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The  method  of  operating,  which  it  is  the 
principal  defig n  of  this  treatife  to  recom¬ 
mend,  on  account  of  the  great  and  uncom¬ 
mon  advantages  it  poffeffes,  and  the  wonder- 
ful  effects,  I  may  in  drift  truth  fay  I  have 
feen  refult  from  it,  confifts  in  difiefting  away 
all  the  difeafed  part  of  the  bread;  or  teftis, 
thro’  one  dmple  longitudinal  incidon,  large 
enough  to  admit  of  the  perfeft  removal  of 
all  the  difeafed  part  or  parts,  and  then  bring¬ 
ing  the  edges  of  the  wound  into  contact, 
and  retaining  them  in  that  dtuation  by  flips 
of  flicking  plaifter,  ligature,  or  both  if  ne- 
eefl’ary,  till  they  unite  by  what  is  called  the 
Firll:  Intention,  which  they  generally  do  in 
a  few  days,  without  ever  forming  fuppura- 
tion.  The  whole  of  this  operation  I  fnail 
more  fully  and  diftindly  defcribe  and  ex¬ 
plain  in  its  proper  place. 

Here  I  beg  permidion  to  mention  the 
reafons  that  have  got  the  better  of  that  dif¬ 
fidence,  which  otherwife  might  have  reftrain- 
ed  me  from  ever  venturing  into  the  world  as 

an  author,  for  which  undertaking  I  feel 

■and 
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and  confefs  myfelf  not  pofTeffed  of  adequate 
abilities. 

It  is  more  than  three  years  fince  I  gave  a 
very  concife  fketch  of  the  fuccefs  of  this 
method  of  operating,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Sim¬ 
mons,  the  Editor  of  a  very  ufeful  periodical 
publication,  called  The  Medical  Journal, 
who  accordingly  mentioned  it  in  the  firffc 
fubfequent  publication  of  that  fort.  The 
method  of  operating  becoming  fo  me  what 
public  through  that  channel,  I  have  fince 
had  the  plealing  fatisfadlion  of  finding  it 
pretty  much  adopted  in  the  hofpitals,  as 
well  as  in  private  praflice,  efpecially  in  the 
removal  of  the  feirrhous  or  cancerous  tefli- 
cle  ;  but  not  fo  much  in  that  of  the  b  re  a  ft, 
and  in  neither  to  that  extent,  which  I  am 
■confident  it  really  deferVes.  I  fhoukl  there¬ 
fore  think  myfelf  exceedingly  blameable  to 
fuffer  diffidence,  or  an  improper  delicacy,  to 
prevent  me  from  making  as  public  as  pof- 
fible,  a  method  of  operating  and  fubfequent 
treatment,  which  on  experience  I  have  found 
attended  with  advantages,  far  exceeding  the 

C  2  moil 
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mod  favourable  expectations  I  could  (a  priori ) 
entertain.  I  only  wifh  this  method  may  be 
received  with  candour,  and'  adopted  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  fuperior  advantages  and  general 
utility  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  foon  become 
univerfal,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
founded,  extended  to  many  other  operations 
in  forgery,  beiides  thofe  two  on  the  bread 
and  teftis.  Should  it  tend,  even  in  the  final- 
left  degree,  to  raife  the  reputation  of,  or  be 
thought  in  any  meafure  an  acquifition  to  a 
profeffional  art,  truly  great  and  noble  in  re- 
fpeCc  to  its  objeCts,  viz.  the  relief  of  our  fel¬ 
low  creatures,  labouring  under  the  pains  and 
miferies  attending  difeafe,  the  prefervation  of 
life  and  health  ;  it  will  afford  me  inexpref- 
fible  happinefs.  Let  me,  however,  not  be 
mifunderftood,  for  I  confefs  my  inability  to 
bellow,  what  can  very  fenfibly  increafe  the 
general  fund  ;  yet  1  hope  the  contribution  of 
a  mite  will  not  be  rejected,  when  it  proceeds 
from  a  principle,  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  praCtitioner  to  have  in  view,  happily 
expreffed  by  a  great  poet  in  two  words : 

MI  SERIS  SUCCURRERE. 

The 
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The  circumftance  which  led  to  the  difco- 
very  of  this  method  of  operating  may  not  be 
unworthy  the  reader’s  attention. 

Y  ) 

In  the  year  1778,  Dr.  John  Sims,  a  very 
Ikilful  Phyfician,  advifed  a  patient  under  his 
care,  to  have  the  operation  for  the  trichiafis, 
or  inverfion  of  the  under  eye-lafh,  performed, 
who  confented,  and  applied  to  me  for  that 
purpofe.  The  flaccid ity  and  redundance  of 
the  Ik  in  of  the  under  eye-lid  were  fo  great, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  cut  away  a  very  large 
portion,  in  order  fufficiently  to  retraft  the 
under  cilia,  and  effectually  turn  the  hairs 
outward,  to  that  they  might  not  in  future 
irritate  the  eye.  Having  removed  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  near  an  inch  in  the  middle 
or  broadefl:  part,  I  was  extremely  careful  to 
•  bring  the  oppoflte  edges  evenly  and  perfectly 
into  contact,  and  to  retain  them  in  that  fitu- 
ation  by  flips  of  adhefive  plaifter,  and  a  pro¬ 
per  bandage.  As  I  had  taken  very  great 
pains  in  applying  the  dreffings,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  continued  perfectly  eafy,  I  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  remove  them  for  th ree  days.  O11 

the 
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the  removal,  I  was  exceedingly  pleafed  to 
find,  that  a  perfed  union  of  the  edges  from 
one  end  to  the  other  had  taken  place,  agree- 
a.LH  v  to  nay  intention  and  willies.  There  was 
a  final  1  ferous  dilcharge,  but  nothing  like 
pus  or  digefted  matter;  and  the  fecondary 
union  was  completed  in  a  few  days. 


I  he  foregoing  cafe  made  a  flrong  im- 
prefiion  on  my  mind,  from  it  I  inferred 


tba;  the  principle  might  be  applied  in  othe 

o 

operations  to  very  great  advantage,  and  re 


solved  to  pradite  it  the  very  firft  oppor- 
t unity.  Soon  alter  I  had  occafion  to  remove 
a  dl leafed  tefhcle,  very  much  eniarp'ed.  I 


was  anxious  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
accordingly,  infiead  of  following  the  ufbal' 
method  of  filling  the  void  /pace,  or  cavity 
from  whence  the  tefticle  was  taken,  with 
dry  lint,  I  brought  the  edges  of  the  incited 
wound  perfectly  into  contad,  and  retained 
them  in  that  fituation.  The  event  greatly 
exceeded  my  moft  favourable  expedations ; 
for  though  in  this  cafe  there  was  a  confider- 
able  cavity,  and  confequcntly  a  great  quan¬ 
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tity  of  loofe  integuments,  yet;  by  carefully 
bringing  all  the  parts  into  contact,  laying 
afide  the  interpofition  of  dry  lint,  or  any  ex¬ 
traneous  body,  a  perfect  union  throughout 
the  whole  took  place,  as  in  the  forementioned 
cafe.  The  fuccefs  attending  both  thefe  cafes 
made  me  refolve  to  carry  the  principle  hill 
farther,  by  applying  it  in  the  amputation  of 
the  bread:.  I  embraced  the  fir  ft  opportunity 
that  offered,  and  the  event  proved  equally 
fuccefsful.  -The  patient  was  only  two  days 
confined  to  her  room,  and  the  wound  per¬ 
fectly  healed  in  ten  days.  My  very  worthy 
and  ingenious  friend,  Mr.  Babington,  of 
Guy’s  Hofpital,  did  me  the  favour  to  affift  at 
feveral  operations  performed  in  this  way,  the 
uncommon  fuccefs  attending  which  being 
fpoken  of,  I  was  requefted  by  Dr.  Skeete, 
Prefident  of  the  Phyfical  Society,  to  give  an 
account  of  it  to  the  Society,  which  I  accord¬ 
ingly  did,  in  a  very  fhort  paper,  feveral 
months  before  it  appeared  in  the  Medical 
Journal.  The  method  of  operating  being 
now  pretty  generally  known,  by  the  paper 
read  to  that  Society,  by  the  account  of  it 

given 
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given  in  the  Medical  journal,  and  by  the  re¬ 
lation  of  the  patients  themfelves,  it  has  ever 
fince  been  gaining  ground,  both  in  public, 

and  private  practice. 

.  •  \ 
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r"|~1  H  E  ancients  gave  the  name  fcirrhus, 
i  to  any  tumor  that  would  not  admit 
■  of  diffolution  ;  the  moderns,  with  greater  ac-* 
curacy,  term  thofe  only  fcirrhous  tumors, 
that  will  not  admit  of  fuppuration,  and  hear 
an  affinity  to  cancer ;  and,  therefore,  have 
divided  cancers  into  two  kinds,  viz,  occult 
and  open  ;  thereby  fully  to  comprehend  all 
various  forts,  unneceffarily  fubdivided  by  fome 
writers,  and  mentioned  by  different  technical 

O  appella- 
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appellations.  Though  I  approve  of  this  dif- 
tinftion,  into  occult  and  open,  as  fufficiently 
comprehenfive,  yet  I  would  not  be  thought 
to  affert,  that  this  difeafe  does  not,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  periods,  aflume  very  different  appear¬ 
ances.  There  are  few  difeafes  more  fubjeck 
to  variety,  both  in  refpedt  to  appearance,  and 
the  changes  it  undergoes  from  time  to  time. 

It  generally  commences  by  a  fimple  en¬ 
largement,  or  induration  of  feme  glandular 
part,  at  firft:  moveable  and  free  from  pain, 
without  any  inequality,  apparent  inflamma¬ 
tion,  or  change  of  colour  in  the  integuments, 
In  fome  the  difeafe  continues  in  this  mild 
ftate  for  years,  without  pain,  inconvenience, 
or  any  viflble  alteration.  In  others,  its  pro- 
grefs  is  very  rapid;  foon  after  its  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  it  increafes  in  fize,  becomes  un¬ 
equal  and  knotty,  attended  with  a  dull  heavy 
pain,  efpecially  on  being  handled  ;  the  pain 
increafes  with  the  difeafe,  and  becomes  lan¬ 
cinating  and  darting ;  the  veins  about  the 
part  become  varicous ;  the  Ikin  becomes 
wrinkled  or  puckered  up  in  fome  parts  of 
the  tumor  ;  in  others,  inflamed  and  fmooth  ; 


1 
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the  latter  appearances  foon  terminating  in 
what  is  called  the  open  or  ulcerated  cancer, 
attended  with  the  following  fymptoms  : 

kJ  .  ~  ,  \  ...  ‘  .  ■ 

The  ulcer  is  foul,  {linking,  fpreading, 
with  hard  uneven  edges,  from  whence  fun¬ 
gus  fp routs  out,  of  a  ralpberry  or  cauliflower 
appearance,  fubject  to  frequent  hemorrage. 
The  difcharge  for  the  mofl  part,  is  a  thin, 
gleety,  acrid,  foetid,  dark  coloured  ichor,  and 
the  patient  complains  of  an  inceffant,  in¬ 
tolerably  excruciating,  burning  pain,  all  over 
the  parts  affected.  The  neighbouring  {kin 
feems  partially  contracted  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  folds  or  wrinkles,  as  if  produced  by 

a  hot  iron  having  been  held  near  it* 

/  '  1 

These  are  the  general  and  mofl  charac- 
teriflic  fymptoms  of  cancer,  to  which  feveral 
others  might  be  added,  but  I  fear  without 
advantage,  as  they  would  render  the  defcrip- 
tion  lefs  diftinct. 

In  the  preceding  defcription,  I  have  con- 
lidered  cancer  as  affecting  a  glandular  part 
only  ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 

D  2  every 
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every  part  of  the  body  is  fubjecf  to  cancer, 
which  (except  in  glandular  parts)  may  at 
firft  appear  fomewhat  like  a  fuperficial  ul¬ 
cer,  without  any  previous  Icirrhous  tumor. 
Such  cancers,  however,  are  generally  pre¬ 
ceded  by  fome  crufty,  fcabby,  horny,  or 
wart-like  appearance  of  the  part. 

The  obfervations  already  given,  with 
others  I  fh all  add,  require  minute  and  par¬ 
ticular  attention,  as  they  ferve,  not  only  as 
the  belt  means  of  charadterifing  the  difeafe, 
but  likewife  afford  fome  foundation  for 
forming  judgment  of  what  is  proper  to 
be  done,  and  what  degree  of  fuccefs  may 
likewife  attend  the  mode  of  treatment  to 
be  adopted  ;  it  being  my  intention  on  this 
bead,  to  enable  young  pradlioners  to  diftin- 
guifh  cancers  from  other  complaints,  and 
vice  verfcii 

But  as  cancers  of  the  breaft  and  teffis  are 
by  much  the  moft  frequent  and  important, 
and  as  the  operations  I  ffiall  defcribe  are  more 
applicable  to  thefe  parts,  what  I  have  here 
to  offer,  fhall  be  chiefly  directed  to  diffin- 

guilh 
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guifh  other  difeafes,  to  which  thefe  parts  are 
fubjebt,  from  cancer,  premifmg  only  a  gene¬ 
ral  obfervation  or  two. 

I  I,  -  N-. 

[  ’ - 

Cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body, 
.are  ealily  diftinguifhed  from  the  various 
kinds  of  encyfted  tumors  ;  from  that  fpecies 
called  wen  ;  and  even  from  fcrophulous 
glands.  Cold,  indolent,  tumified,  fcrophulous 
glands,  are  not  liable  to  be  miftaken  for  can¬ 
cers  ;  and  in  the  inflamed  fcrophulous  gland, 
as  well  as  in  phlegmonic  tumors,  the  fymp- 
toms  or  appearances  are  ffcill  more  different: 
the  Ikin  is  not  uneven  as  in  cancer,  nor  the 
veins  varicous.  When  the  inflammation  runs 
high  in  thefe  complaints,  the  fymptomatic 
fever  keeps  pace  with  it,  the  pulfe  is  full 
and  hard,  as  in  other  inflammatory  com¬ 
plaints,  and,  at  length,  matter  is  formed  in 
ithe  part,  perceptible  to  the  touch,  but  not 
attended  with  that  degree  of  pain  which  ac¬ 
companies  cancer.  In  the  latter,  when  ex- 
’ceffive  pain  quickens  the  pulfe,  it  is  at  the 
(fame  time  low,  as  in  hebtive  fever.  But  as  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  that  my  obfervations 
here  are  principally  directed  to  cancers  of 

the 
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the  bread  and  tedis,  I  fliall  endeavour  to 
give  the  bed  information  I  can,  concerning 
the  difference  between  cancerous  affections 
of  thefe  parts,  and  other  difeafes  to  which 
they  are  fubject. 


FirJl  of  the  Breafl. 


Besides  the  occult  and  open  cancer,  there 
are  three  other  complaints  to  which  it  is 
fubjeCt. 


First.  A  fcrophulous  induration  and  en¬ 
largement. 


Second.  The  milk  bread,  or  milk  abfcefs. 

\ 

Third.  An  induration,  or  fcirrhus  from 
external  injury. 

The  fil'd,  or  fcrophulous  induration  and 
enlargement,  is  eafily  didinguifhed  from  a 
cancerous  affe&ion  of  the  part,  by  its  not 
being  attended  with  pain  or  uneafinefs,  even 

when 
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when  greatly  enlarged.  If  it  tends  to  fup- 
purate,  it  has  .not  that  craggy  feel  and  un- 
evennefs  of  Ikin,  peculiar  to  cancer  ready  to 
burft ;  and  when  it  fuppurates,  difcharges 

it 

good  pus,  which  cancer  never  does.  Neither 
do  thefe  fcrophulous  tumors,  at  any  period 
produce  painful  indurations  in  the  glands  of 
the  axilla  ;  but  are  often  found  to  yield  to 
cicuta  internally  and  faturnine  applications. 

The  fecond,  or  milk  breaft,  in  its  pro- 
grefs  and  termination,  either  by  difperfion 
or  fuppuration,  is  fo  very  like  that  of  any 
other  phlegmonic  tumor,  that  there  can  be 
very  little  difficulty  in  diftinguifhing  it  from, 
cancer. 

I  * 

.1 

•  I  have  neither  feen  nor  known  an  inftance 
of  a  milk  breaft  turning  to  a  cancer,  and  can¬ 
not  help  thinking  all  apprehenfions  of  that 
nature  very  groundlefs.  It  is  not  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  afl'ert,  that  a  breaft  that  has  been, 
or  is  affedted  with  a  milk  abfcefs,  can  never 
become  cancerous ;  I  only  intend  to  give  it 

P  my  humble  opinion,  that  a  milk  abfcefs 

*  • 
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never  is  the  immediate  caufe  of,  nor  de¬ 
generates  into  cancer. 

t 

The  third  or  lad:  complaint  affecting  this 
part,  viz.  an  induration  or  fcirrhus,  from  ex¬ 
ternal  injury,  requires  the  mod  careful  at¬ 
tention.  We  are  not  pofleffed  of  any  means 
of  knowing,  nor  can  we  adert,  that  an  in¬ 
duration  fo  occadoned  will  not  terminate  in 
cancer,  if  it  does  not  yield  to  the  proper 
treatment,  in  order  to  difperfe  it.  Of  fuch 
induration  or  fcirrhus,  it  can  only  be  faid,  it 
is  rather  a  favorable  circumdance,  that  it  was 
occadoned  by  external  injury,  and  a  fort  of 
prefumption,  that  it  will  not  terminate  in 
cancer :  and  when  fuch  induration  or  fcir¬ 
rhus  immediately  fuceeeds  the  external  in¬ 
jury,  it  is  a  more  favorable  circumdance  than 
when  it  attacks  the  part  fome  condderable 
time  after.  But  in  either  cafe,  it  may  re? 
main  quiet  and  inoffendve  for  feveral  years ; 
or  it  may  quickly  become  dangerous  and 
alarming,  attended  with  all  the  charaaeriftic 
fymptoms  of  cancer  already  mentioned ;  ni 
fuch  cafe,  there  can  he  little  doubt  of  its  i 
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being  a  real  cancer,  and  that  the  external  in¬ 
jury  was  the  exciting  caufe,  without  the 
occurrence  of  which,  the  perfon  might 
poffibly  have  paiTed  through  life  without  any 
appearance  of  the  difeafe :  it  is,  therefore, 
very  neceflary  to  be  guarded  in  our  prognofis 
concerning  an  induration  or  fcirrhus  thus 
occalioned.  What  has  been  faid  concerning 
external  injury  producing  cancer  in  the 
bread:,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  teftis,  of 
which  there  are  fome  difeafes  that  require  to 
be  briefly  mentioned  and  diftinguilhed  from 
cancer. 

First,  The  hernia  humoralis. 

p-  / 

*  '  \  i 

Second,  The  hydrocele. 

Third,  The  venereal  farcocele,  or  enlarge¬ 
ment  and  induration  of  the  tefticle  and 
epididymis. 

-  \  « 

Fourth.  The  fcrophulous  tefticle. 

The  firft,  or  hernia  humoralis,  is  at¬ 
tended  with  inflammation,  pain,  heat,  and 

E  moll 
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moft  commonly  fever  ;  the  whole  body  of  the 
tefticle,  as  well  as  the  epididymis,  becoming 
enlarged.  By  evacuation,  reft,  proper  topi¬ 
cal  applications,  and  obferving  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  plan,  the  fymptoms  foon  fubiide,  and 
the  tefticle  gradually  recovers  its  ufual  ftze 
and  fmooth  feel. 

The  fecond,  or  hydrocele,  is  a  collection 
of  water  in  the  tunica  vaginalis ;  the  fluCtu- 
ation  of  which,  when  any  way  confiderable 
in  quantity,  may  be  felt  very  diftinCtly,  or 
it  may  be  feen  by  holding  the  tefticle  be¬ 
tween  the  eye  and  a  ftrong  light :  this  col¬ 
lection  of  water  produces  no  morbid  change 
in  the  ftruCture,  either  of  the  teftis  or  epidi¬ 
dymis,  and  is  not  attended  with  pain. 

The  third,  or  venereal  farcocele,  is  always 
attended  with  other  venereal  fymptoms  or 
appearances  in  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
bodv,  fufficient  to  characterize  and  diftin- 
guiih  it  from  a  true  fcirrhus. 

But  the  fourth,  or  fcrophulous  tefticle, 

1$  often  confounded  with  the  cancerous, 

even 


f 


[  25  ] 

even  by  the  molt  approved  writers  and  pradti® 
tioners,  from  their  not  attending  to  this  Angle 
circumftance,  viz.  that  the  parts  in  the  courfe 
of  ablorption  are  not  affedted  by  fcrophula, 
but  in  cancer  they  always  become  affedted 
in  time.  In  the  cancerous  tefticle  the  fper- 
matic  chord  becomes  enlarged,  indurated 
and  knotty,  but  never  in  the  fcrophulous. 


Thefe  ought  to  be  accurately  diftinguilh- 
ed,  as  I  have  my  doubts  with  refpedt  to  the 
propriety  of  removing  a  lcrophulous  tefticle. 

But  whoever  willies  to  be  more  fully  in¬ 
formed  concerning  difeafes  of  the  tefticle, 
may  be  highly  gratified  and  inftrudted  by  the 
perufal  of  Mr.  Pott’s  excellent  Treatife  on 
the  Hydrocele,  efpecially  the  twelfth  fedlion, 
to  which  I  refer  him. 

Of  the  Caufes  of  Cancer . 

The  caufe  of  Cancer  is  generally  confi- 
dered  to  be  an  obftrudtion  of  the  humors 
in  the  glands  or  glandular  pafts,  in  the  lym¬ 
phatics  or  lactiferous  tubes  of  the  mammse, 

E  2 
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or  in  the  capillary  tubes,  which  having  be¬ 
come  impervious,  adhere  together. 

)  1  ' 

This  ftate  is  produced  either  from  internal 
or  external  caufes.  External  caufes  very 
feldom  produce  cancer  ;  but  it  frequently 
happens  from  their  combination. 

We  may  ealily  conceive,  how  fingle  glands 
become  frequently  affected,  without  any  evi¬ 
dent  external  caufe  intervening;  for  the  cir¬ 
culation  in  the  glands  being  carried  on  by  a 
fetof  veffels  much  more  minute,  than  thole 
with  which  other  parts  of  the  body  are  fup- 
plied,  obftrudtions  will  more  ealily  occur  in 
them  than  in  other  parts,  and  being  once 
obftrudted,  the  ftimulus  and  irritation  con- 
fequent  thereon  may  produce  cancer.  This 
is  the  rnoft  generally  received  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  caufe  of  cancer,  and  though 
much  has  been  faid  on  the  fubject,  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  well  underftood,  as  very  little  ufe- 
ful  practical  knowledge  (if  any)  has  been 
derived  from  any  or  all  of  the  fpeculative 
opinions  refpe&ing  the  caufes  of  this  dif- 
eafe. 

Of 
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Of  the  Parts  of  the  Body  and  the  Periods 
of  Life  mofl  fubjeB  to  Cancer . 

Observation  arid  experience  fufficiently 
inform  us,  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  are 
more  fubject  to  this  dileafe  than  others.  The 
parts  that  diftinguifh  the  fexes,  and  all  other 
glandular  parts,  both  external  and  internal 
in  both  fexes,  are  more  fubjedt  to  it  than  any 
other  part. 

Women  are  more  fubject  to  it  than  men ; 
whether,  on  account  of  their  conftitutioiis 
being  weaker,  or  becaufe  the  parts  diftin- 
i  gu idling  them  from  our  fex,  viz.  the  breads, 
uterus,  &c.  are  more  extenfive,  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  changes  that  their  conftitu- 
tion  undergoes,  which  rendeis  it  unnt  tor 
generation,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  give 
an  opinion.  The  nofe,  eye-brows,  chin, 
and  other  parts  of  the  face,  as  well  as  the 
lips,  are  more  fubjecl  to  it  than  other  paits 
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of  the  body-.  The  vifcera  in  general  ar« 
fubjecd  to  it,  even  the  ftomach,  and  inteftines,. 
of  which  I  have  inftances  in  my  pcfleffion  • 
particularly  that  of  the  flomach,  of  whicl 
Dr.  Sims  gives  an  account,  in  the  firft  vo) 
of  the  Medical  Communications.  In  than 
colledtion  I  have  given  a  cafe  of  an  offifiec 
kidney,  which  fuggefts  this  queftion :  viz 
May  we  attempt  the  removal  of  a  difeafec 
kidney,  affected  with  fcirrhus,  or  any  othea 
difeafe  that  mud  in  time  prove  mortal  ? 

In  that  cafe  the  tumor  was  fo  externally 
prominent  and  circumfcribed  that  it  might 
have  been  removed  without  making  any 
opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  It 
appeared  to  me  likewife,  on  the  removal  oft 
it  after  death,  that  the  veflels  might  have  been 
fecured  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  pafs  a 
ligature  round  a  polypus  of  the  uterus,  &c. 

When  a  calculus  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kid¬ 
ney  becomes  large,  points  externally,  and! 
leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  nature  ofr 
the  complaint,  I  think,  we  ought  by  alii 
means  to  cut  upon  and  extradt  it,  rather  tham 
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fuffer  our  patient  to  drag  on  a  miferable  ex¬ 
igence,  without  giving  him  a  chance  for  his 
]ife, — And  whoever  confiders  attentively  the 
nature  and  functions  of  the  kidney,  will 
fcarcely  deny,  that  calculi  are  almoft  as  lia¬ 
ble  to  form  in  its  pelvis  as  in  « 

bladder. 


From  thirty  to  forty  years  of  age,  and 
upwards,  is  called  the  cancerous  period.  But 
i  there  are  inftances  of  the  complaint  occur¬ 
ring  at  a  much  earlier  period.  I  never  faw 
a  more  perfect  cancer,  than  in  the  lip  of  a 
jj  young  lady  of  fixteen  of  which  tvvo  fur- 
5  geons  of  the  firft  eminence  were  fully  con- 
|  vinced.  I  faw  another  cafe  of  a  young  lady 
not  twentv,  who  died  heftic,  from  a  fcirrhus 
of  the  cervex  uteri,  (difcovered  on  opening 
the  body)  which  before  her  death,  had  been 
;i  accompanied  with  the  fymptoms  of  a  Bone 
in  the  bladder;  on  the  fuppofition  of  which, 
jj  lhe  had  been  twice  examined  with  the  found. 

|  1  1 

■  Whether  is  cancer  a  difeafeofthe  fy- 

ftem,  or  a  topical  complaint  only  ? 


This 


I 
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This  is  a  queftion  of  the  greatelt  impor¬ 
tance  ;  the  principal,  perhaps  the  only  ques¬ 
tion,  necefiary  to  be  moft  attentively  and 
minutely  considered  and  difculfed,  and,  if 
poflible,  decided  ;  in  order  to  place  the 
practice  on  a  more  clear  and  certain  foun¬ 
dation.  But  this  grand  dejideratum  is  not: 
likely  loon  to  be  obtained.  There  are  au¬ 
thors  of  eminence  on  both  tides,  and  their 
opinions  flat  contradictions  to  each  other; 
fo  that  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this  im¬ 
portant  queltion,  we  are  almojt  as  much  in 
the  dark  concerning  it,  as  we  are  concern¬ 
ing  the  nature  and  caufe  of  cancer. 

t  *  Aj 

For  if  it  be  once  eftablifhed,  that  cancers 
are  originally  local  affeCtions  only,  no  rea¬ 
sonable  objection  can  then  be  made  to  their 
extirpation,  as  at  prefent  there  is  by  many, 
who  contend,  that  cancers  always  proceed 
originally  from  fome  diforder  in  the  general 
fyftem,  and  confequently  that  their  removal 
will  only  caufe  the  dilorder  to  break  out 
again  in  the  fame  or  fome  other  part  of  the 
body  with  additional  violence. 

The 
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The  medical  part  of  the  profeflion  have 
been  too  much  dilpofed  to  confider  it  a  dif- 
eafe  of  the  fyftem ;  while  chirurgical  authors 
have  been  equally  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a 
local  complaint  only.  The  late  Dr.  Monro 
was  of  the  former  opinion ;  and  has  given  a 
dreadful  and  difcouraging  account  of  near 
fixty  cancers,  at  the  extirpation  of  which 
he  was  prelent ;  and  thence  argues  againfi: 
the  extirpation  of  any,  except  thofe  of  the 
occult  kind,  in  young  people,  in  other  re* 
lpe£ls  healthy.  Only  four  of  thele  remained 
free  from  the  difeafe,  at  the  end  of  two  years ; 
but  more  properly  fpeaking  none  ;  for  three 
had  occult  cancers  in  the  breaft,  and  the 
fourth  an  ulcerated  cancer  on  the  lip.  I  fan¬ 
cy  frote-the  annals  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery, 

•  we  could  not  fele£t  another  account,  equally 
dreadful  and  difcouraging.  One  would  think 
they  were  the  molt  defperate  cafes  that  could 
be  fele&ed  from  all  parts  of  Great-Britain. 
It  would  be  unnecelTary  to  mention  others  of 
a  fimilar  opinion.  Happily  for  thofe  fubjedl: 
to  this  difeafe,  later  pra&ice  and  experience 
give  them  much  better  hopes;  although 
men  of  great  eminence,  both  in  pbyfiological 

F  and 
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and  chirurgical  knowledge,  as  well  as  in  prac¬ 
tice  and  experience,  have  fupported  the  con¬ 
trary  opinion. 

*■  *'  1  **  •  i  ■  '  :  ^  t  ‘  1 

Among  thefe  is  the  late  Mr.  Hill,  an 
eminent  Surgeon,  at  Dumfries  in  Scotland, 
who  publifhed  a  book  on  Cancers  in  the  year 
1772,  at  which  time  he  had  extirpated  from 
different  parts  of  the  body  eighty-four  open , 
and  four  occult  cancers,  and  all  the  patients 
except  two,  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
the  operation. 

Of  the  firft  forty-five  cafes,  one  only  was 
unfuccefsful,  and  in  three  more  the  cancer 
broke  out  afrefh  ;  all  the  reft  of  the  forty- 
five,  viz.  forty-one,  continued  well  as  long 
as  they  lived. 

Of  the  next  thirty-three,  one  lived  only 
four  months,  and  in  five  more,  the  cancer 
broke  out  again.  The  reafon  of  the  laid 
number  being  more  unfuccefsful  than  the' 
former,  was,  according  to  Mr.  Hill’s  ac¬ 
count,  that  his  extraordinary  fuccefs,  mae|e 
cancerous  patients  flock  to  him  from  all  parts, 

and 


[  33  3 

» 

and  he  was  often  obliged  to  perform  the  ope¬ 
ration,  contrary  to  his  judgment,  on  patients 
who  had  delayed  it  too  long.  On  the  whole, 
after  a  courfe  of  thirty  years  practice,  thirty- 
nine  of  fixty-three  patients  were  all  alive 
and  found  ;  and  of  all  his  cancerous  patients 
not  a  feventh  were  threatened  with  a  re¬ 
lap  fe  or  uncured. 

I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  longer 
extra#  from  this  book,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft 
complete  on  the  fubjeCt  of  any  before  the 
public;  and  from  it  may  be  drawn  the  beft 
proofs  that  the  diforder  is  not  originally  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fyftem,  but  merely  a  local 
complaint,  and  that  the  cancerous  virus  is  ab- 
forbed  into  the  conftitution  from  the  local 
affeCtion  ;  it  is  commonly  fuppofed  confti- 
tutional,  from  the  difeafe  fometimes  return¬ 
ing,  yet  one  bread:  being  affeCted,  is  no  rea- 
fon  why  the  other  fhould  not  become  can¬ 
cerous  alfo,  and  the  difeafe  ftill  be  local. 

Of  the  particular  nature  of  the  cancerous 
virus  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  an  opinion,  but 
that  it  is  not  hereditary  or  confiitutional  I  am 

F  2  inclined 
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inclined  to  think  from  the  innumerable  in- 
ftances  of  the  children  of  difeafed  parents 
never  having  any  appearance  of  the  difeafe. 
The  glands,  we  know,  are  the  mod:  common 
feat  of  cancer,  and  that  they  never  produce 
good  matter,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
that  when  fome  peculiar  irritation  is  applied 
to  them,  either  from  an  external  or  internal 
caufe,  fuch  a  difpofition  may  be  induced  in 
them,  as  neceflarily  to  occafion  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  cancerous  matter. 

Perhaps  the  reafon  that  women  are  fo  fre¬ 
quently  affe&ed  with  cancerous  breafts,  about 
the  time  of  the  ceflation  of  the  menfes,  is, 
that  there  is  a  greater  determination  of  blood 
or  fome  other  fluid  to  them  at  that  period, 
which,  from  their  not  being  fo  fufceptible 
of  inflammation  or  the  formation  Of  good 
pus  as  the  other  parts,  produces  an  indolent 
hard  fwelling,  merely  by  detention  of  the 
different  veflels.  A  tumor  being  thus  form¬ 
ed,  it  commonly  remains  inadlive  until  an 
irritation  is  applied,  and  from  the  nature  of 
the  parts  a  cancer  generally  follows. 
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We  might  likewife  fupport  the  opinion  of 
the  ceflation  of  the  menfes  being  one  fcrong 
pre-difpoling  caufe  to  cancer  in  the  breaft, 
by  obferving  the  fympathy  that  always  fubfifts 
between  the  uterus  and  breaft.  At  the  age 
of  puberty  the  breafts  naturally  fwell,  and 
appear  turgid,  about  the  time  of  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  menfes.  They  ufually  fill  with 
milk,  upon  the  diminution  of  the  lochia,  in 
lying-in- women.  And  when  they  ceafe  to 
fuckle,  the  menfes  commonly  return,  where 
they  had  been  before  obftructed.  Some  wo¬ 
men  who  menftruate  with  difficulty,  are  ne¬ 
ver  fo  well  as  when  giving  fuck ;  anatomifts 
endeavour  to  account  for  all  this,  by  the  anaf- 
tamofis  of  the  mammary  and  uterine  veftels, 
but  further  aid  is  certainly  neceflary,  to  ac¬ 
count  fatisfa&orily  for  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  phaenomena  of  the  animal  ceconomy, 
faid  to  depend  folely  on  the  communication 
of  blood  veftels. 

Indeed,  the  account  Dr.  Monro  gives  of 
his  method  of  treating  cancerous  complaints, 
Ihews  clearly  that  he  could  not  be  fuccefs- 
ful ;  for  by  keeping  the  wound  made  by  the 

extir- 
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extirpation  of  the  difeafe  from  healing  up, 
and  by  giving  mercury,  he  took  the  moil 
efficacious  fteps  to  excite  and  reproduce 
the  complaint,  while  his  defign  was  to  pre¬ 
vent  it. 


Some  of  the  mod:  eminent  Surgeons  of  the 
prefent  time,  with  whom  I  am  rather  in¬ 
clined  to  agree,  think  a  cancer  of  the  bread 
and  tefticle  as  local  as  a  chancre  on  theglans 
penis,  or  the  inflammation  and  ulceration  of 
the  arm,  from  inoculation  ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  fmall  pox,  or  venereal  dif¬ 
eafe,  the  cancerous  virus  may  be  abforbed, 
and  aftedt  the  part  as  it  pafles  along ;  hence 
cancerous  buboes  and  affedtions  of  the  ab- 
forbent  lyftem,  from  cancerous  as  well  as 
from  venereal  virus.  But  in  the  inflammation 
after  inoculation,  and  in  venereal  chancres, 
if  the  parts  affedted  be  removed  before  ab- 
forption  has  taken  place,  a  cure  is  effedted. 
But  in  cancer,  even  when  abforption  has 
taken  place,  (which  may  be  known  by  the 
date  of  the  lymphatics  leading  to  the  confti- 
tution)  the  fpeedy  or  timely,  and  perfedl  re¬ 
moval 
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moval  of  all  the  difeafed  parts,  gives  the  pa¬ 
tient  a  fair  chance  of  being  cured. 

|  ■/'  '  •*  '  *  '  ■  *■*’ 

But  as  it  is  not  my  defign  (efpecially  at 
prefent)  in  this  fhort  practical  treatife,  to  enter 
deeply  into  the  difcuffion  of  a  iubjedt,  on 
which  authors  of  the  greateft  abilities  differ 
fo  widely  in  opinion  ;  1  fhall  therefore  add 
but  very  little  on  this  head. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  fuppofe  cancer  to 
be  a  difeafe  of  the  fyftem,  and  the  cancerous 
virus  capable  of  being  abforbed.  When  a 
cancer  has  been  for  fome  confiderable  time 
In  an  open  ulcerated  ftate,  we  lhould  natural¬ 
ly  think,  that  from  the  abforption  conllantly 
carried  on,  the  whole  fyftem  muft  foon  be¬ 
come  perfedtly  impregnated  with  cancerous 
virus;  which  muft  (as  in  the  lues  venerea) 
foon  attack  or  make  its  appearance  in  every 
part  of  the  body,,  But  we  do  not  find  this 
to  be  the  cafe,  for  there  are  many  inftances, 
fufficiently  authenticated,  of  open  ulcerated 
cancers,  of  fome  duration,  being  extirpated 
after  the  axillary  glands  became  aiTedted  ;  and 
yet  the  patient  had  no  return  of  the  difeafe. 

It 
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It  is  probable,  that  nothing  has  a  more  pow¬ 
erful  tendency  to  render  this  difeafe  confti- 
tutional,  than  neglecting  to  have  the  part 
removed  as  early  as  pollible. 


Of  the  'Treatment  and  Cure  of  Cancer . 


Innumerable  experiments  and  attempts 
have  been  made  by  the  moft  eminent  and 
ingenious  Phyficians,  in  order  to  difcover 
an  effectual  remedy  againft  cancer,  and  their 
motives  were  undoubtedly  very  commendable. 
But  while,  on  the  one  hand,  I  feel  the  high- 
eft  refpeCt  for  men  of  great  learning,  genius, 
and  profeffional  abilities ;  on  the  other,  I 
cannot  help  regretting  that  their  labours  have 
turned  out  fo  unfuccefsful.  I  am  indeed 
pretty  well  convinced,  that  all  the  attempts 
made  to  cure  this  complaint  by  inter¬ 
nal  medicines,  have  done  more  harm 
than  good,  in  as  much  as  they  tend  to 
raife  the  patient’s  expectation  of  a  cure,  by 
affording  a  temporary  relief,  till  it  becomes 
too  late  for  an  operation.  But  from  all  that 
has  been  done  or  attempted,  I  fhould  think 

myfelf 
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myfelf  culpable  in  recommending  of  relying 
upon  the  ule  of  internal  medicines,  where 
extirpation  or  removal  of  the  difeafed  part  is 
practicable  ;  this  being  the  only  remedy  hi¬ 
therto  known  on  which  we  can  place  any 
dependance,  no  cure  by  medicine  having  been 
hitherto  dilcovered.  Dr.  Storck  in  his  pub¬ 
lication  on  Cicuta  fome  years  ago,  gave  the 
world  reafon  to  hope,  that  a  fpecific  for  can¬ 
cerous  diforders  was  difcovered  ;  but  alas  ! 
it  was  f®on  found  that  it  would  not  perform 
all  the  wonders  afcribed  to  it,  and  many  de¬ 
clared  it  would  do  nothing,  becaufe  it  did  not 
come  up  to  the  expectation  which  he  had  led 
them  to  form.  Notwithftanding  the  repeat¬ 
ed  ufe  of  it  both  externally  and  internally  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  for  a  number  of 
years,  in  the  moil  fkilful  hands,  no  fmgle  in- 
ftance  can  be  produced  of  its  performing  a 
cure  in  the  cancer;  yet  nobody  will  affirm, 
that  it  is  not  a  medicine  of  great  efficacy  in 
various  obfhnate  complaints,  that  it  has  not 
mitigated  for  a  while  cancerous  pains,  check¬ 
ed  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  changed  the 
difcharge  for  the  better,  in  refped  to  colour, 
fmell,  and  confidence,  and  that  mankind  is 
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not  much  indebted  to  the  DoCtor  for  intro¬ 
ducing  into  more  general  ufe  lo  powerful  a 
remedy.  From  confidering  its  moft  ulual 
effects,,  that  it  is  anodyne,  corre&s  acrimony, 
and  promotes  the  formation  of  good  matter, 

I  have  made  ufe  of  it  with  fuccefs  in  various 
complaints,  attended  with  the  appearance  of 
an  acrimonious  hate  of  the  juices.  In  the 
fluor  albus  joined  with  guaiacum,  it  feldom 
fails,  and  in  fhort,  in  moft  complaints  anting 
from  aftrumous  habit,  it  will  often  exceed 
our  moft  fanguine  expectations. 

In  the  year  1774,  a  treatife  was  publifhed 

at  Paris  by  M.  le  Febure,  in  which  he  extols 

arfenic  given  internally  as  a  fpecific,  both  in 

occult  and  open  cancers.  Gooch  in  like 

manner  extols  corrolive  fublimate,  and  Julia- 

mond  the  martial  flowers.  I  have  not  only 

tried  all  thefe  medicines  myfeif,  fairly  and 

for  a  fufficient  length  of  time,  being  led  to 

place  fome  confidence  in  them  from  the  great 

recommendations  beftowed  on  them  by  thefe 

authors;  but  I  have  likewife  feen  them  tried 

by  fome  of  the  moft  eminent  Phylicians  in 

London,  in  cafes  really  cancerous,  and  I  can 

aver 
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aver  that  I  have  never  feen  one  inftance  of  a 
radical  cure  by  one  or  all  of  them.  I  am 
therefore  perfuaded  that  the  cafes  mentioned 
by  thefe  authors,  where  any  of  thefe  medi¬ 
cines  were  fuccefsful,  were  not  truly  can¬ 
cerous,  but  on  the  contrary,  were  on  ly  ob- 
flinate  ulcers,  in  fome  inftances  of  a  icro- 
phulous  nature,  '  attended  with  fymptoms 
equally  common  to  fuch  as  well  as  cancers. 

Dr.  Jaenifcb,  a  Ruffian  Phylician,  in  a 
treatife  lately  publiffied  on  Cancer,  fays,  that 
the  belladona,  or  deadly  night  fhade,  has  been 
by  much  the  moil  fuccefsful  medicine  with 
him,  in  the  few  inflances  where  good  has 
been  done  in  this  difeafe;  however  the  trials 
that  have  been  made  of  it  in  England  give 
us  little  reafon  to  expedt  much  from  it.  Still 
thefe  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  eminent  men, 
and  their  laudable  endeavours  to  convert 
poifons  into  valuable  remedies,  fhould  not 
difcourage  others  from  perfevering  in  the 
fame  courfe,  till  this  great  dejlderatum  in  Phy- 
f  c  be  found  out.  Our  fuccefs  in  curing  the 
venereal  and  feveral  other  difeafes  by  fpecihcs, 
fhould  Simulate  us  to  go  on,  and  leave  none 

G  2  of 


[  42  ] 

of  the  arcana  of  nature  unexplored  till  our 
wiihes  be  anfwered.  The  cure  then  confifts 
in  the  deftrudion  or  extirpation  of  the  dif- 
eafed  parts  ;  the  farft  is  effeded  by  chemical 
means,  as  cauftic,  or  by  exciting  inflamma¬ 
tion  to  a  greater  degree  in  the  parts  than  they 
are  able  to  fupport,  which  of  courfe  die  :  ar¬ 
fenic  produces  this  effed,  and  the  bails  of 
Plunket’s  Noflrum,  which  has  made  fo  much 
noife  in  the  world,  is  arfenic ;  its  virtues 
have  been  much  over-rated,  yet  arfenic  would 
appear  on  the  whole  preferable  to  cauflic,  on 
account  of  it’s  adion  being  more  confined  to 
the  difeafed  parts.  Extirpation  by  the  knife 
is  undoubtedly  the  preferable  mode  of  cure, 
but  in  patients  who  have  an  unconquerable 
averfio.n  to  the  knife,  I  think  the  deftrudion 
of  the  difeafed  parts,  by  chemical  means, 
Ihould  not  be  negleded. 

In  fpeaking,  therefore,  of  the  treatment 
and  cure  of  cancer,  we  may  divide  all  af- 
fedions  of  that  nature  whatfoever  into  two 
kinds,  viz. 

First.  Such  as  from  their  nature,  fitua- 

tion. 
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tion,  and  circumflances,  do  not  admit  of  ex¬ 
tirpation  by  a  chirurgical  operation. 

Second.  Such  as  from  their  nature,  fitua- 
tion,  and  circumftances,  do  admit  of  extir¬ 
pation  or  removal. 

{ 

Of  the  firft  kind,  or  fuch  as  do  not  admit 
of  extirpation  by  a  chirurgical  operation,  it 
might  be  thought  rather  unnecefiary  for  me 
to  take  much  notice,  when  there  can  be  no 
hopes  of  a  cure.  But  though  I  admit,  that 
in  fuch  cafes  we  cannot  entertain  hopes  of  a 
cure,  yet  I  fhall  venture  to  offer  fome  re¬ 
marks,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  thought 
unworthy  attention,  if  they  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  timely  warning  of  their  dan¬ 
ger  to  thofe,  in  whom  the  difeafe  is  only 
in  its  infancy  or  early  period,  or  have  any 
weight  in  perfuading  them  to  take  the  ne- 
ceffary  heps  in  proper  time,  to  prevent 
the  wrorft  confequences.  For  to  fuch  per- 
fons  the  obfervation  of  the  Poet  fhould  be  a 

leflon : 

% 

Felix  quemfaciunt  aliena  perlcula  cautum. 

% 

To 


[  44  ]  ' 

To  return  from  this  digreffion,  the  extir¬ 
pation  may  be  impracticable  by  the  difeafed 
part  being  fituated  in,  or  connected  with 
fome  vital  part,  or  adhering  to  fome  confi- 
derable  artery. 

Or  if  the  part  externally  affected  would 
admit  of  extirpation,  yet  there  may  be  other 
circumftances  that  would  render  it  very  im¬ 
prudent  in  a  Surgeon  to  recommend  the  ope¬ 
ration.  Of  fuch  cafes  we  have  but  too  many 
inftances,  when  the  difeaie  has  been  of  long 
continuance,  latterly  attended  with  pains  in 
the  bowels,  and  the  patient’s  countenance 
is  become  wan,  fallow,  and  cadaverous. 
Here  we  are  led  to  fufpeCt  a  tainted  habit, 
with  cancerous  affeCtions  of  the  vifcera, 
beyond  the  reach  of  furgery ;  eonfequently, 
that  the  extirpation  of  any  part  within  our 
reach  can  anfwer  no  good  purpofe.  Such 
cafes  admit  of  little  aid,  either  from  the 
Phyfician  or  Surgeon  ;  as  all  we  can  aim  at 
is  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  in  our  power,  the 
fufferings  of  a  patient,  whofe  approaching 
fate  we  are  unable  to  prevent. 


[  45  1 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  deSirable  ob¬ 
ject,  the  cicuta  of  all  the  medicines  now  in 
ufe,  claims  a  preference,  becaufe  it  is  appa¬ 
rently  anodyne,  promotes  ref!:,  and  eafes  pain. 
The  powder  and  extract  are  the  moft  ufual 
forms  for  giving  it  in.  The  powder  is  the 
moft  naufeous  way,  but  lets  liable  to  variation 
in  its  ftrength  than  the  extract,  the  effects  of 
which  are  often  much  impaired  by  applying 
an  over  heat  in  its  preparation,  and  gather¬ 
ing  the  plant  at  an  improper  feafon.  Which¬ 
ever  of  thefe  preparations  be  ufed,  it  lhould 
always  be  begun  in  fmall  dofes,  and  increafed 
ftep  by  Step,  till  we  get  as  high  as  the  patient 
can  bear,  which  will  be  known  by  its  pro¬ 
ducing  nervous  affections,  fuch  as  a  giddi- 
nefs  of  the  head,  a  painful  fenfation  in  the 
■  eyes,  and  a  trembling  agitation  of  the  body. 
Witli  fuch  views  I  have  gone  fo  far  as  to 
give  three  ounces  of  the  powder  of  hem¬ 
lock  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-  four  hours. 
If  weftop  Short  of  the  full  dole,  we  Shall  Sel¬ 
dom  have  the  fame  good  effeft  from  it,  and 
by  increasing  it  gradually  we  Shall  be  able  to 
fuit  it  to  all  constitutions.  Some  bearing 
much  larger  dofes  of  it  than  others.  In 

Strumous 
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ftrumous  habits  it  will  almoft  always  afford 
a  confiderable  tempory  relief. 

We  ought,  'however,  every  now  and  then, 
to  vary  our  internal  and  external  remedies ; 
for  the  ftomach,  or  any  other  part,  which 
has  been  fome  time  accuftomed  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  remedy,  will  gradually  become  in- 
fenfible  of  its  action,  and  it  will  of  courfe 
lofe  its  effect;  but  if  there  be  a  proper 
interval,  the  habit  will  become  again 
as  fenfible  of  the  ftimulus  as  ever.  Hence 
it  is,  that  brandy  drinkers  from  continued 
ufe  of  the  liquor,  will  require  three  or  four 
times  the  quantity  to  intoxicate  them,  which 
would  have  the  fame  effeft  when  they  fir  ft 
began. 

For  the  fame  reafon  the  Turks  will  bear 
as  much  opium,  from  ufing  themfelves  to 
eat  it,  as  would  kill  an  European  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  its  action.  But  if  either  of  thefe 
inebriating  things  be  difcontinued  for  a  time, 
the  fame  dofe  that  had  but  little  effect  when 
it  was  left  off,  will  have  powerful  ones  on 
the  recommencement  of  its  ufe,  the  fto- 
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jniach  by  this  time  having  recovered  its  fen- 
Ability .  Therefore  when  the  cicuta  begins 
to  lofe  its  effedts,  we  fhould  try  the  night- 
lhade,  and  after  that  opiates  in  large  dofes, 
and  by  thus  prudently  changing  our  mode 
of  treatment  as  circumilances  arife,  we 
confiderably  palliate  the  fymptoms,  and  ren¬ 
der  the  fu  fieri  ngs  of  our  miferable  patients 
much  more  tolerable  than  they  would  other- 
wife  have  been. 


In  the  mean  time  the  patient  fhould  live 
abftemioufly,  avoiding  animal  food,  wines, 
fpirits,  and  fermented  liquors,  as  heating, 
Simulating,  and  tending  to  increafe  pain ;  a 
milk  and  vegetable  diet  therefore  in  fuch 
cafes  is  the  moft  proper.  With  refpedf  to 
the  external  mode  of  palliation,  the  cicuta 
poultice  will  perhaps  claim  the  firft  place, 
and  then  the  carrot  and  linfeed  meal  poul¬ 
tice,  after  this  opium  applied  either  in  form 
of  a  powder,  or  the  lint  wetted  in  a  foiution 
of  it  in  warm  water.  Thus  varying  our  ex¬ 
ternal  as  well  as  our  internal  plan,  we  may 
confiderably  alleviate  the  pangs  of  the  tjfife- 
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rable  fufferer.  Dr.  Jaenifch,  at  Peterfburgh, 
already  quoted,  much  extols  the  ufe  of  fa- 
turnine  applications  in  powder  ;  his^anner 
of  preparing  them  is  the  following :  Take  of 
white  or  red  lead  three  ounces,  which  is  to 
be  rubbed  in  a  leaden  mortar  with  a  peftle 
of  the  fame,  till  it  doubles  its  weight ;  to 
this  is  to  be  added,  by  little  and  little,  fix 
ounces  of  Goulard’s  Extract,  and  rubbed  as 
before,  till  they  are  intimately  mixed  and 
form  a  dry  powder.  This  powder  fprinkled 
on  the  parts,  he  fays,  allays  the  heat,  refills 
putrefaction,  impedes  the  growth  of  fungous 
flefh,  and  flops  the  haemorrhage,  and  often¬ 
times  mitigates  the  pains.  I  wifh  it  may  be 
found  upon  trial  to  merit  the  encomiums  he 
beflows  on  it,  and  that  he  may  not  have  faid 
too  much  in  it’s  praife;  however  I  think  it 
very  worthy  of  further  $rial.  The  plan  here 
recommended  to  be  jMffued  is  entirely  for 
thofe  cafes  of  cancer  where  #he  operation 
has  been  delayed  too  long,  or  where  the  part  : 
•lies  out  of  the  way  of  an  operation,  as  in 
cancer  of  the  uterus,  liver,  or  any  of  the  vif-  ■ 

cera.  But  where  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
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extirpation  of  the  cancer  from  its  fituation, 

4. 

the  fooner  it  is  performed,  after  the  dif- 
eafe  is  difcovered,  the  better,  as  the  only 
certain  remedy. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  many  cafes  of  the 
foregoing  defcription  refult  from  mi  {ma¬ 
nagement,  when  the  Surgeon  has  not  fuffi,- 
ciently  recommended  or  urged  the  operation 
in  time ;  or  the  patient  from  an  imprudent 
dread  of  it,  has  had  recourfe  to  fome  igno¬ 
rant  pretender  or  quack,  and  has  been  deluded 
with  the  hopes  of  a  cure,  till  the  difeafe  has 
made  fuch  havock  in  the  conftitution,  as 
leaves  us  without  the  leaf!  hope  of  attempt¬ 
ing  any  thing  with  fuecefs  ;  thefe  cafes  are 
the  more  to  be  lamented,  when  we  have 
reafon  to  think,  that  by  extirpation  of  the 
part  at  an  early  period,  the  patient  might 
probably  never  after  experience  a  return  of 
the  complaint ;  or,  at  leaf!:,  would  have  had 
a  fair  chance  from  the  operation. 

I  would  further  remark,  that  people  in 
general,  are  not  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
danger,  to  which  they  are  liable,  from  fcirr- 
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Kus  or  occult  cancer  5  for  it  fometirfies  hap¬ 
pens,  that  both  futgeon  and  patient  think  k 
foon  enough  to  remove  the  difeaied  part, 
when  forced  to  it,  bv  exceffive  pain,  and 
eticreafe  of  fize.  I  cannot  fufiiciently  warn 
both,  of  the  danger  attending  this  method 
of  proceeding;  becaufe  in  nioft  cancers  (thofe 
of  the  break  elpecially)  internal  ulceration 
takes  place,  long  before  the  Ikin  fhews  any 
tendency  to  ulceration  ;  fo  that  every  hope 
and  opportunity  of  cure  may  be  loft,  and  the 
patient  deftroyed  by  the  deep  and  latent  pro- 
ore  fs  of  the  difeafe,  without  external  ulcera¬ 
tion  ever  taking  place.  This  circumftance, 
therefore,  of  internal  abforption  taking  place 
fo  foon,  not  having  been  attended  to  by  any 
author  I  have  read  on  the  fubject,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  mention,  as  highly  de- 
ferving  notice,  and  fhewing  the  propriety 
and  advantage  of  operating  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  complaint.  It  is  unfortunately 
the  cafe,  that  patients  can  feldom  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  there  is  any  neceflity  for  an  ope¬ 
ration,  while  the  difeafe  continues  in  a  mild 
ftate  ;  whereas  that  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  the 
ib oft  favourable  period  for  extirpating  it: 
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they  too  generally  think,  a  fcirrhus  of  the 
breaft  or  trftis  may  remain  eafy  through 
life  :  but  notwithftanding  there  are  inftances 
to  prove  this  within  the  limits  of  poffibility, 
the  hope  that  this  may  be  the  cafe  has  proved 
fatal  to  many.  There  are  very  few,  indeed, 
who  pafs  through  life,  with  a  fcirrhous  breaft, 
or  tefticle,  without  fuffering  any  confiderable 
pain,  or  inconvenience;  but  there  have  been 
great  numbers,  in  whom  this  difeafe,  after 
continuing  mild  for  years,  has  changed  fo 
rapidly,  and  put  on  fuch  alarming  appear¬ 
ances,  that  little  hope  could  then  be  enter¬ 
tained,  even  from  the  operation ;  fo  that  they 
became  victims  to  their  own  inconftderate- 
nefs,  and  want  of  timely  refolution. 

In  fcirrhus  of  the  tefticle  efpecially,  when 
it  has  continued  fo  long,  that  the  fpermatic 
chord  is  become  indurated,  knotty,  painful, 
and  uneven  as  far  up  as  can  be  felt ;  how¬ 
ever  urgent  the  patient  may  then  be,  for  the 
removal  of  the  tefticle,  little  hopes  can  be 
entertained  from  the  operation. 

Having  given  the  few  pra&ical  remarks 

that 
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that  occurred  to  me,  under  the  head  of  Can¬ 
cers,  which  do  not  admit  of  extirpation, 
I  am  now  come  to  mention  fuch,  as  from 
their  nature,  fituation,  and  fymptoms,  do 
admit  of  extirpation. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  in 

« 

this  treatife,  cancerous  affections  of  the 
breaft  and  teftis  are  the  chief  objects  in 
view ;  yet  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  in 
every  topical  circumfcribed  fcirrhus  or  can¬ 
cer,  where  the  part  is  fo  fituated  that  it  may 
be  extirpated  or  removed,  without  necefta- 
rily  endangering  the  life  of  the  patient  ;  the 
fooner  fuch  part  is  removed,  when  the  dif- 
eafe  is  chara&erifed,  the  better  chance  will 
the  patient  have  of  a  perfect  cure.  All 
cancers,  therefore,  whether  of  the  breaft  or 
teftis,  or  in  whatever  part  of  the  body,  fo> 
fituated  and  circumftanced,  may  be  reckoned 
of  that  kind,  which  admits  of  extirpation. 
But  however  favourably  fituated,  and  cir¬ 
cumftanced,  the  part  affe&ed  may  be,  it 
mu  ft  be  obferved,  that  the  removal  of  it  does 
not  afford  any  abfolute  certainty,  that  the 
difeafe  will  never  after  appear,  either  in  that 

or 
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or  any  other  part  of  the  body  ;  all  that  we 
can  venture  to  fay  is,  that  ( caieris  paribus ) 
the  earlier  the  operation  is  performed,'  the 
greater  probability  there  will  be,  of  the 
difeafe  not  returning :  But  this  conlideration 
ought  to  have  no  weight,  in  difluading  any 
per  foil  from  fubmitting  to  an  operation, 
which  appears  (all  circumdances  conlidered) 
necedary  and  proper,  and  which  mod:  fre¬ 
quently  proves  effectual ;  on  the  contrary  it 
ought  to  operate  very  powerfully  in  perlua- 
ding  the  patient  to  have  the  part  extirpated 
at  an  early  period  ;  when  the  pain  mud  be 
lefs,  and  profpedt  of  fuccefs  greater.  Befides, 
no  one  can  be  fecure  againd  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  termination  of  a  complaint  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  who  nurfes  a  truly  charadterifed  fcir- 
rhus,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  remain  indo¬ 
lent  and  inoffendve  for  a  great  many  years, 
and,  perhaps,  never  produce  any  bad  effedts. 
It  is  necedary  to  inform  fuch,  that  the  part 
affedted  diould  be  extirpated,  as  foon  as  the 
difeafe  is  clearly  afcertained  :  for  tho*  a  dm- 
pie  fcirrhus  may  remain  indolent  for  many 
years,  yet  it  may  fuddenly  change  its  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  rapidly  prove  dedrudlive,  if 

not 
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not  minutely  attended  to  by  a  judicious 
practitioner. 

Notwithstanding  what  I  have  faid  of 
the  early  extirpation  of  the  difeafed  part,  I 
would  not  be  underftood  to  infer,  that  where 
this  has  been  neglected,  till  the  difeafe  is  in 
a  more  advanced  date,  the  operation  mull; 
always  be  improper:  on  the  contrary,  I  have 
reafon  to  think,  that  in  cancers  both  of  the 
bread  and  tedis,  the  operation  has  often  been 
given  up  as  unadvifeable,  when  it  might 
have  been  performed,  with  a  probability  of 
jfuccefs.  Whether  this  was  the  refult  of 
reading  and  fpeculative  opinion  without 
practice,  or  proceeded  from  the  bad  fuccefs 
attending  the  manner  of  operating  hereto¬ 
fore  practifed,  I  lhall  not  attempt  to  deter¬ 
mine;  but  only  mention  feme  fymptoms, 
which,  experience  informs  me,  fhould  not 
prohibit  the  operation,  as  they  too  often 
have  done. 

Of  this  kind  are  enlargement  of  the  part, 
attended  with  frequent,  or  conftant,  and  in- 
Creafing  pain  ;  dileafed  glands  in  the  axilla, 
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fmall  indurated  glands  round  the  bread:,  dift 
eafed  and  ulcerated  fkin,  adhelions  to  the 
peXoral  mufcle,  and  alfo  to  the  ribs.  Thefe, 
we  mu  ft  allow,  are  unfavourable  fymptoms, 
denoting  a  great  prog  refs  of  the  difeafe. 
But  from  the  following  cafes  it  will  appear 
that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  prohibit  the 
operation  :  elpecially  when  we  confider  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  a  patient,  (which 
baffles  all  defcription)  when  left  a  victim  to 
the  fury  of  this  difeafe.  And  if  at  fuch  an 
advanced  ftate,  the  operation  is  often  attend¬ 
ed  with  fuccefs,  we  certainly  have  reafon  to 
entertain  far  greater  hopes  from  it,  at  an 
earlier  period.  Indeed  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  it  a  matter  fcarcely  admitting  a  doubt, 
that  many  who  have  died  of  this  excruci¬ 
ating,  loathfome  difeafe,  might  have  been 
preferred  to  the  community,  as  wrell  as  to 
thofe  relations  and  connexions,  to  whom 
their  lives  were  valuable  ;  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  them  never  experiencing  a  return  of 
the  complaint,  had  they  fubmitted  to  the 
operation  in  time.  *  ■ 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  cannot  too 

I  ftrongly 
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ftrongly  urge  the  neceffity  and  advantage  of 
having  recourfe  to  the  operation  at  an  early 
period,  as  the  only  remedy ;  to  defcribe 
which,  it  would  be  proper  now  to  proceed  ; 
but  as  the  fuperior  advantages  of  that  parti¬ 
cular  operation ,  which  I  am  about  to  recom¬ 
mend,  depend,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  Union 
by  the  Firft  Intention,  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  to  premife  a  few  obfervations  on  that 

lubjedt. 


Obfervations  on  the  different  Proceffes  of 
Nature  in  healing  Wounds ,  more 

efbecia 
by  the  Firfl  Intention.  , 

The  benevolent  Author  of  Nature,  for 
creat  and  good  purnofes,  has  implanted  a  law 
in  the  animal  ceconomy,  very  prevalent  in 
the  living  human  body  particularly,  where¬ 
by  parts  perfectly  feparated  or  divided  by 

wounds,  are  ftrongly  difpofed  to  unite  ;  efpe- 
<  daily 
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daily  if  brought  into  contad  immediately, 

a/ 

and  retained  in  that  lituation. 

.,'TT  .  .  ' '  '  ' 

In  frefh  incifed  wounds,  this  difpofition 
to  unite  is  fo  great,  that  by  bringing  the 
parts  evenly  and  clofely  together,  and  retain¬ 
ing  them  lo,  they  will  be  {lightly  glued  to¬ 
gether  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  or  two,  and 
if  not  difturbed  and  feparated  by  force,  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe,  or  forne  other  caufe,  will 
perfectly  unite  and  heal,  without  inflamma¬ 
tion  or  fuppuration  taking  place.  This  may 
be  called  the  firft  natural  procefs,  or  what 
Surgeons  denominate  “  Union  by  the  Firft 
Intention.” 

But  in  this  falutary  defign,  nature  is  too 
often  fruftrated  ;  for  it  often  happens  in  large 
wounds,  attended  with  great  effufion  of  blood, 
that  the  proper  treatment  of  flopping  the 
haemorrhage,  by  taking  up  the  veflels  that 
require  it,  and  then  bringing  the  parts  clofe¬ 
ly  into  contad,  and  retaining  them  by  liga¬ 
ture,  if  neceflary,  has  not  in  time  been 
adopted,  and  thereby  the  opportunity  and 
advantage  of  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention 

I  2  has 
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has  been  loft  ;  yet  nature  does  not  flop  here 
ill  her  efforts  to  unite  the  parts ;  for  when 
the  effuhon  of  blood  has  ceafed,  and  the 
mouths  of  the  veffels  from  whence  it  flowed 
are  retracted  or  coilaple,  even  though  in¬ 
flammation  may  have  taken  place,  in  home 
de  gree,  if  the  parts  be  then  brought  into 
contact  and  detained,  they  will  unite  with- 
out  fuppuration  taking  place  ;  but  neither 
fo  foon  nor  with  Jo  much  eafe  as  if  they  had 
been  properly  treated  in  time. 

This  may  be  called  the  Second  Procefs  of 
Nature,  or  the  Secondary  Union,  by  inflam¬ 
matory  exudation,  or  adhefive  inflammation, 
mentioned  by  the  late  great  anatomift  Dr. 
Hunter,  by  his  brother  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
by  O’Halloran,  Allanion,  &c. 

But  in  cafe  this  fecond  opportunity  is  loft, 
or  abufed  by  the  interpolation  of  any  extra¬ 
neous  body,  which  can  only  ferve  to  keep 
the  parts  afunder,  yet  nature  ftill  proceeds  to 
accomplilh  the  great  and  falutary  purpofe  in¬ 
tended  from  the  begining,  of  uniting  and 

heal- 
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healing  the  parts,  but  by  the  different  means 
of  fuppuration,  granulation,  &c. 

|  ,  V 

This  may  be  called  the  third  and  Lift  pro- 
cefs  of  nature.  Of  each  of  thefe  natural 
procefies,  we  have  as  infallible  demonftra- 
tion,  as  any  mathematical  theorem  can  ad¬ 
mit  of. 

Of  the  firft  procefs,  we  have  daily  proofs 
in  the  immediate  union  of  incifed  wounds. 
As  in  blood-letting,  when  the  orifice  becomes 
united  a  few  hours  after  the  operation,  when 
the  lips  have  been  properly  brought  together 
land  kept  in  contact;  but  if  this  be  negledted, 
inflammation  and  fuppuration  are  often  the 

confequence. 

•) 

Such  are  the  indubitable  proofs  of  the 
firft  procefs,  which  tend  to  illuftrate  the 
dodlrine  of  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention, 
and  alfo  to  prove,  that  the  parts  of  an  ani- 
itnal,  ho  wever  diffimilar,  or  even  parts  of  dif¬ 
ferent  animals,  have  a  ftrong  tendency  to 
unite  and  become  a  part  of  the  body,  fo 
long  as  they  retain  life  or  the  living  principle ; 

but 
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but  if  an  old  extracted  or  dead  tooth,  or 
fpur  were  made  ufe  of,  different  effedts  would 
follow,  for  they  would  then  a£t  as  any  other 
extraneous  body,  and  of  courfe,  produce  in¬ 
flammation,  fuppuration,  &c. 

The  proofs  of  the  fecond  procefs  are 
equally  undeniable.  For  inftance,  it  the 
tdficle  of  a  living  cock  be  cut  out  and  im¬ 
mediately  introduced  through  a  proper  inch 
fion  into  the  belly  of  a  living  fowl,  the 
incifion  will  heal  up,  and  the  tefticle  adhere 
or  grow  to  the  inteftines  of  the  fowl. 

There  are  other  experiments  of  a  cu¬ 
rious  nature,  which  more  fully  and  exten- 
fively  prove  the  exiftence  of  this  principle. 
For  inftance,  if  a  cock’s  comb  be  .cut  off. 
and  a  found  human  tooth,  frefh  extracted, 
immediately  and  properly  applied,  and  retain¬ 
ed  in  that  pofition,  they  will  unite  and  grow 
together ;  fo  that  by  injecting  the  comb,  the 
tooth  may  be  injected  alio.  In  like  manner, 
if  a  cock’s  fpur  be  cut  oft,  and  applied  to 
the  frefh  wound,  made  by  cutting  off  the 

comb,  it  will  adhere  and  grow  there,  and 

fhews 
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fliews  that  it  is  only  neceffary  that  one  fur- 
face  Ihould  be  inflamed,  to  throw  out  coagu- 
lable  lymph,  and  adhefion  takes  place. 

j  ■ 

There  are  many  other  proofs  of  this  pro- 
cefs,  as  the  adhefion  of  the  lungs  to  the 
pleura,  which  are  often  contiderable,  with¬ 
out  any  fentible  inconvenience  ;  the  union  ot 
the  chin  to  the  bread: ;  the  adhefion  of  the 
vifcera  to  the  peritoneum.  Of  this  a  re¬ 
markable  indance  lately  happened  in  a  per- 
fon  that  was  fliot  through  the  belly,  at  the 
time  of  the  riots  in  the  year  i  780,  who  died 
about  four  years  after.  In  confequence  of 
the  wound,  inflammation  took  place,  and 
produced  general  adhefions  of  the  vifcera  to 
the  peritoneum  throughout  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  :  yet  theperfon  was  not  fubjeft  to 
any  particular  pain  or  fenfation  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  union. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the 
internal  cavities,  when  recent,  a  huffy  crud 
or  covering  is  found  on  their  lurface,  which 
is  an  exfudation  of  coagulable  lymph  thrown 
out  by  the  inflamed  veffels,  and  which  after¬ 
wards 


I 
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wards  becomes  the  bond  of  union  when  ad-- 
hefion  takes  place. 

Another  remarkable  inftance  came  under 
my  care  lately  at  the  Surry  Difpenfary. 

A  poor  lad,  about  ten  years  old,  had  been 
afflicted  by  an  adhefion,  formed  five  years 
before,  when  he  had  the  fmail  pox  ;  the  ad¬ 
hefion  was  at  the  right  angle  of  the  mouth, 
which  was  fomewhat  retradled  by  it,  and 
together  with  the  cheek,  adhered  rtrongly 
to  the  upper  and  under  jaw ;  his  upper  jaw 
projected  a  little  over  the  under,  and  though 
he  could  move  the  latter  a  little  from  fide 
to  fide,  backward  and  forward  ;  he  could 
not  in  the  leaf!  open  his  mouth,  fo  that  during 
the  time  mentioned  he  may  with  ftridl  pro¬ 
priety  be  faid  to  have  lived  by  faction.  He 
was  very  much  afflicted' on  carting  the  mo- 
lares  which  he  was  forced  to  fwallow.  On 
diffecting  through  the  adhefion,  and  feparat- 
ing  the  angle  of  the  mouth  and  the  cheek 
from  both  jaws  where  the  adhefions  were 
formed ;  he  was  able  to  open  his  mouth,  but 
a  little  mote  than  before  the  operation ;  this 

I  attri- 
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I  attributed  to  the  rigidity  of  the  temporal, 
maffeter,  and  other  mufcles,  from  fo  long  a 
fhate  of  contraction ;  and  accordingly  the 
complaint  yielded  to  warm  relaxing  anodyne 
fomentations,  &c.  My  friend  Mr.  Gillefpey 
aflifted  in  performing  this  operation. 

These  are  proofs  of  the  fecond  Natural 
Procefs,  to  which  many  others  might  be  added 
if  neceffary. 

•  .  '  i  \  '  N' 

>  *  A  *'  ‘  '  (  T  v 

In  proof  of  the  third  Natural  Procefs,  or 
union  by  fuppuration,  granulation,  &c.  it 
would  be  as  abfurd  to  offer  any  arguments, 
as  to  attempt  by  a  tedious  diflertation  to  prove 
an  axiom  or  felf-evident  truth,  or  that  what 
does  exiff  does  exifl. 

The  old  method  of  amputation,  deep 
pnagedenick  ulcers,  compound  fraftures, 
and  in  fhort  all  cafes  of  lofs  of  fubftance, 
are  futticient  inllances  of  this  procefs,  where 
nature  foorter  or  later  according  to  the  Hate 
of  the  conftitution,  fets  about  a  refl  oration 
and  union  of  the  parts  by  fuppuration,  gra¬ 
nulation,  &  c. 


K 


i 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  too 
many  indances  of  this  procefs  in  the  practice 
of  Surgery,  which  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  patient, 
had  nature  been  in  the  lead:  aflided  either  in 
the  firft  or  fecond  procefs. 


Such  I  humbly  conceive  to  be  the  law, 
and  fuch  the  fteps  which  nature  takes  in  the 
healing  art.  Of  thefe  I  have  been  an  atten¬ 
tive  obferver,  I  have  dudied  and  admired 
them  ;  and  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  a  very 
moderate  capacity,  and  the  opportunities  I 
have  had,  would  permit  me,  to  derive  from 
thence  fome  ufeful  pra&ical  knowledge.  Had 
men  of  fuperior  abilities  in  the  profeffion, 
been  more  attentive  to  the  order  and  pro- 


grefs  of  thefe  procedes,  and  to  the  operations 
of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  indead  of  fa¬ 
bricating  fine  fpun  fpeculative  theories,  the 
healing  art  mud,  before  this  time,  have  been 
advanced  to  a  much  greater  degree  of  im¬ 
provement.  "W e  fhould  not  have  feen  pa¬ 
tients  fo  long  tortured,  by  pouring  dimulat- 
ing  perniciuos  balfams  into  wounds,  or  by 

the  internofition  of  extraneous  bodies ;  ail 

which 
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which  applications  tend  greatly  to  multiply 
the  fufferings  of  the  patient,  and  protraCt  the 
cure  for  many  weeks ;  which  might  have 
been  compleated  by  the  fir  ft  intention  or  Na¬ 
tural  Procefs  in  a  few  days.  I  fancy  I  may 
fafely  fay,  the  attempts  to  favour  either  the 
firft  or  fecond  procefs,  in  the  chirurgical  art, 
would  have  been  a  hundred  to  one  more  nu¬ 
merous,  even  within  the  laft  ten  years.  As 
all  the  fuperior  advantages  attending,  and  re- 
fulting  from  the  following  method  of  ope¬ 
rating,  are  derived  from  the  firft  Natural 
Procefs,  or  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention ;  it 
may  be  expected,  I  fhould  fay  fomething  on 
the  nature  of  this  Union,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  takes  place. 

The  manner  in  which  this  Union  takes 
place,  fee  ms  to  be  as  follows.  In  a  frefli 
incifed  wound,  there  is  an  effuiion  of  blood 
from  the  veffels  divided.  If  thefe  veffels 
are  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  contractile 
power  of  their  fibres  is  fufficient,  very  food 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  effuiion  of  blood,  by  re¬ 
tracting  and  doling  their  mouths ;  it  would 
be  very  unneceftary  to  inflict  pain  by  the  ufe 

K  2  of 
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of  the  needle  and  ligature.  However,  the 
anatomical  knowledge  of  the  part,  where  a 
wound  happens,  and  of  the  veffel  or  veffels 
divided,  may  always  prove  fufficient  to  di¬ 
rect  a  judicious  pradtioner:  but,  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  thofe  who  have  had  very  little  expe-“ 
rience,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  in  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  ufe  of  firyptics  fhould  not  be 
relied  on,  where  the  bleeding  veffel  is  large, 
or  can  be  conveniently  and  fafely  come  at; 
but  where  it  cannot,  as  in  hemorrhage  from 
fcorbutic  fores,  of  the  penis,  mouth,  tide,  &c. 
the  moil  efficacious  and  fafe  flyptic  we  can 
apply  is  oil  of  turpentine  frequently  renewed 
to  the  bleeding  furface,  which  has  wonder¬ 
fully  fucceeded,  where  ffronger  llyptics  have 
failed,  and  produced  inflammation  and  a 
Houghing  of  the  edges  of  the  wound.  We 
fhould  like  wife  be  careful  not  to  trull  to 
comprefs,  when  an  artery  any  way  confide- 
rable  happens  to  be  divided ;  for  by  fuch 
practice  1  have  often  feen,  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  days,  an  haemorrhage  fo  great,  as  to 
make  it  unavoidably  neceffary  for  a  Surgeon, 
not  only  to  open  the  wound,  but  to  make  a 

frefh  incifion,  in  order  to  get  at,  and  take  up 

the 


the  veffel,  that  might  and  ought  to  have  been 
fecured  by  ligature  at  firft ;  by  neglecting 
which,  the  patient  is  put  to  unneceilary  pain, 
and  the  opportunity  of  uniting  the  parts  by 
the  Firft  Intention  totally  loft.  But  to  return 
from  this  digreftion,  the  haemorrhage  ceafing, 
by  the  veffel  or  veffels  being  taken  up,  it 
neceii'ary,  otherwife  allowed  to  retrad,  there 
will  be  fome  coagulated  blood  in  the  wound, 
when  brought  together,  which  will  of  courle 
feparate ;  the  ferous  part  wall  ooze  out  of 
the  wound,  the  red  particles  will  be  abforbed, 
and  the  coagulable  lymph  will  become  a 
kind  of  gluten  or  bond  of  Union  between 
the  parts.  This  gluten  or  uniting  medium 
is  at  firft  inorganic  ;  but  at  length  becomes 
both  vafcular  and  nervous.  But  that  change 
requires  time,  while  nature  endeavours  to 


defend  the  adhefion  formed,  by  uniting  the. 
fkin  or  lips  of  the  wound  by  cicatrix  ;  luck 
I  imagine  to  be  the  fimple,  and  at  the  fame 
time  grand,  wonderful,  and  efficacious  pro- 
grefs  of  Nature,  in  forming  a  union  of  parts, 
by  the  Firft  Intention,  by  retrading  and 


doling  the  veffels,  abforbing  or  discharging 
the  redundant  or  unneceilary  fluids,  glueing 
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the  parts  together  by  an  uniting  medium  ; 
and  laftly,  by  cicatrizing,  and  even  organiz¬ 
ing  this  uniting  medium.  If  I  have  erred 
in  an  humble  attempt  to  explain  this  pro- 
greis,  it  will  give  me  very  little  concern. 
That  fuch  Procefs  or  Union  takes  place,  is  an 
indubitable  fa£t;  and  it  is  of  the  fa&  itfelf, 
and  not  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  brought 
about,  that  I  with  to  avail  myfelf  in  prac¬ 
tice.  Neither  do  I  venture  to  aflert,  that 
th  is  union  will  univerfally,  or  without  ex¬ 
ception,  fucceed.  For  in  a  weak  conftitu- 
tion,  Union  by  the  Firft  Intention  very  fel- 
dom,  or  fcarcely  ever,  takes  place,  it  is  caufed 
perhaps  by  the  blood’s  being  indued  with 
Ids  of  the  principle  of  life,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  a  great  backwardnefs  to  heal. 
But  in  fome  conftitutions  adhefion  and  fup- 
puration  cannot  take  place,  and  inflammation 
continues.  This  often  happens  to  dropflcal 
patients,  and  mortification  enfues;  but  in 
other  cafes  there  is  not  flrength  enough  to 
produce  inflammation,  after  a  folution  of 
continuity,  as  in  dropflcal  patients,  alfo  in 
tapping,  l’o  that  the  wounds  keep  open,  and 
the  water  is  difcharged  through  them. 

But, 
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But,  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that 
in  almoft  all  the  inftances  where  it  does  not 
fucceed,  in  a  healthy  conftitution,  the  fault 
may  juftly  be  attributed  to  negledt  or  mifma- 
nagement.  From  my  own  pradtice  I  can 
affert,  that  in  all  the  operations  I  have  per¬ 
formed,  either  on  the  bread  or  tefticle,  it 
never  once  failed. 


of  the  Operation  of  Cajlration. 

The  method  of  performing  this  opera¬ 
tion  has  been  defcribed  by  different  authors 
fomewhat  differently :  but  thofe  defcribed 
by  Mr.  Pott,  Mr.  Bell,  and  Mr.  Warner, 
,are  more  generally  approved  of  and  pradtifed 
than  any  others.  In  the  laft  edition  of  Mr. 
Pott’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  page  485,  he  gives 
the  following  diredtion. 

4‘  The  void  (pace  in  which  the  tefticle 
was,  is  to  be  very  (lightly  filled  with  dry 
lint,  which  lint  (hould  be  buffered  to  remain 
until  it  be  perfectly  loofened  by  the  fuppuration 

from 
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from  every  part  of  the  fore ;  if  it  be  removed 
fooner,  it  rauft  be  done  by  force ;  in  which 
cafe  it  will  give  unneceflary  pain,  and  leave 
a  crude  undigefted  fore.  If  it  be  not  re¬ 
moved  until  quite  loo  fie,  it  will  give  no  pain, 
and  the  fore  will  be  found  clean  and  well 
digefed,  and  requiring  no  other  dre  fling  after¬ 
ward,  than  mere  dry  lint,  which  from  this 
time  fhould  be  applied  in  fuch  quantity  and 
manner,  as  to  give  nature  an  opportunity  of 
contracting  and  healing  the  wound  as  fail 
as  die  can ;  in  both  which  (he  may  be  con- 
fiderably  affiled  by  the  judicious  exhibition 
of  the  bark/’ 


The  fore  ought  not  to  be  touched  till  a 
free  fuppuration  takes  place,  which  will  com¬ 
monly  be  about  the  fifth  or  fixth  day;  and 
then  the  drefiings  fhould  be  removed,  and 
renewed  from  time  to  time,  once  every  two 
days,  or  oftener,  according  as  the  quantity  of 
matter  renders  it  necelfary.  Bell’s  Surgery, 
page  529,  vol.  i.” 


Mr,  Warner,  in  his  Treatife,  page  89,  in 

fpeak- 
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fpeaking  of  this  operation,  gives  us  the  fol¬ 
lowing  directions ; 

“  On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  the 
operation,  drefs  the  wound  with  yellow  ba- 
filicon,  or  linimentum  A read,  fpread  upon 
pledgits  of  lint ;  .before  the  piedgits  are  ap¬ 
plied,  dip  them  in  warm  fallad  oil.  Let  this 
mode  of  drefling  be  repeated  till  the  firft 
dreflings  come  off,  and  as  long  afterwards  as 
you  find  it  neceflary  to  the  promotion  of  di- 
geflion.  : 

fc  -  .  . 

If  at  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  or 
later,  your  patient  complains  of  a  languor, 
and  the  wound  fhould  not  produce  good 
matter,  but  on  the  contrary  a  bloody  and  cor - 
rofve  fames  fucceeds,  foment  the  wound 
once  or  twice  a  day  with  an  antifeptic  fomen¬ 
tation,  mixed  with  camphorated  Ipirits  of 
wine  or  brandy.” 


With  all  due  deference  to  the  above  re- 
fpeCtable  authors,  and  others  of  eminence 
who  have  written  on  this  fubjeCt,  from  whom 
I  cannot  help  differing  concerning  their 

k  prig'. 


[  72  ] 

princtoles  of  operating  and  fubfequent  treat- 
meat,  I  fhall  now  humbly  offer  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  operations  and  fublequent  treatment 

which  I  have  for  £  veral  years  adopted  and 

■ .»  * 

uniformly  pra&iled,  leaving  it  to  the  confi- 
deration  and  future  experience  of  practitioners 
to  adopt  or  reject  them,  according  to  their 

merits. 

When  a  fcirrhus  or  cancer  of  the  tefticle 
becomes  fairly  characterifed,  and  the  ope¬ 
ration  determined  on,  it  may  be  performed 
in  the  following  manner, 

'V  ‘  :  r  -  '  •  ;  '  •*  ‘  ^ 

The  patient  being  placed  on  a  table  of  con-? 
yenient  height,  covered  with  a  blanket  and 
fheet,  his  head  and  fhoidders  railed  with  a 
pillow,  his  legs  and  thighs  are  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other,  with  his  knees  a  little 
bent,  and  fecured  in  this  fituation  by  proper 
affiftants;  the  hai:  s  being  fhaved  from  the 
part,  the  integuments  over  the  fpermatic 
vefl'els  in  the  groin  aie  to  be  divided  by  an 
incifion,  beginning  opppfife  to  the  opening  in 
the  ab  lominal  mulcle,  and  continued  nearly 
to  the  bottom  of  the  fcrotum.  This  inpi- 
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jfioti  will  permit  the  furgeon  with  facility  to 
finifh  the  remainder  of  the  operation.  The 
fpermatic  chord  thus  laid  bare*  is  to  be  freed 
from  its  furrounding  membranous  connec¬ 
tion,  and  the  operator,  with  his  finger  and 
thumb,  feparating  the  blood  vefiels  from  the 
vas  deferens,  muft  pafs  a  needle  and  ligature 
between  them,  and  having  tied  the  former 
only,  is  to  divide  the  whole  chord  at  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  diftance  from  the  ligature  i 
this  done,  he  is  to  diffed  the  tefticle  out  from 
the  fcrotum. : : 

s  f  ■  ‘  •  •  *  •*'  *  *  x 

When  that  is  done,  the  parts  from  whence 
the  tefticle  was  removed  are  to  be  gently  laid 
together,  and  the  edges  of  the  incifion  to  be 
evenly  and  exadly  brought  intocontad  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  retained  in  that 
fituation  by  flips  of  adhefive  plaifter,  or  even 
a  future  or  two  if  found  necefiary.  Should 
any  part  of  the  fcrotum  be  ulcerated,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  make  a  fecond  incifion,  be- 
ginning  a  little  above  the  ulcerated  part,  and 
continued  in  as  dired  a  line  as  the  inclufioti 

*  -v. 

of  that  part  will  admit  of,  down  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  fir  ft  incifion.-  Thefe  two 

L  2  inch 
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incifions  will  enable  the  operator  to  diffeft 
away  the  tefticle  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
there  had  been  but  one  ;  nor  will  they  give 
more  pain,  than  if  thedifeafed  part  had  been 
differed  away  along  with  the  tefticle,  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr. 
Pott.  The  parts  are  then  to  be  brought 
together,  and  retained  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  if  there  had  been  but  one  incifion,  that 
they  may  unite  by  the  firjft  intention. 

The  whole  of  this  operation,  and  likewife 
the  excifion  of  the  cancerous  breaft,  fhould 
be  performed  with  a  ftraight  differing  knife. 


Of  the  Excifion  or  Removal  of  a 

Cancerous  Breafi. 

k  -i 

There  are  two  methods  in  ufe  in  the  cure 
of  cancers ;  the  one  by  cauftic,  the  other  by 

the  knife. 

The  former  being  more  irritating,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  more  painful,  lefs  fubjedt  to  direc- 

'  lion. 
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tion,  and  lefs  certain  in  its  effects  than  the 
latter,  is  now  nearly  exploded,  or  feldotn 
pra&ifed,  except  by  Quacks,  who  in  all  their 
applications  or  boafted  fpeciucs  (without  ex¬ 
ception)  for  the  extirpation  of  cancers,  have 
a  cauftic  of  fome  kind  or  other,  as  the  balls 
or  principal  ingredient  in  their  competition. 
Extirpation  by  the  knife,  therefore,  being 
infinitely  preferable,  I  fhall  confider  and  de¬ 
le  ri  be  that  method,  having  before  fpoken  of 
that  by  caufiic. 

My  deviations  from  the  ufual  p  raft  ice  con- 
fift  in  the  mode  of  operating  and  after  treat¬ 
ment,  of  which  I  fhall  give  as  clear  an  ac¬ 
count  as  in  my  power,  firft  giving  a  few 
quotations  of  the  belt  modern  chirurgical 
writers  ;  I  will  then  leave  the  reader  to  draw 
his  own  conclufions  as  to  the  propriety  of 
each  plan. 

“  In  large  tumors,  it  is  very  much  to  be 
advifed  to  cut  away  great  part  of  the  fkin, 
for  befides  that  the  haemorrhage  will  be 
much  lefs  in  this  cafe,  and  the  operation 
greatly  Ihortened,  the  fkin,  by  the  very  great 

diflen- 


diftention,  having  been  rendered  very  thin, 
will  great  part  of  it,  if  not  taken  away,  fpha- 
celate,  and  the  reft  be  more  prone  to  degene¬ 
rate  in  a  cancerous  ulcer.” 

Sharp's  Surgery.  Page  55. 

This  fphacelation  and  generation  of  can¬ 
cerous  ulcers,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sharp,  I 
have  no  doubt  of,  becaufe  they  muft  natu¬ 
rally  refult  from  the  pra&ice  of  filling  the 
cavity  from  whence  the  tumor  was  removed 
with  dry  lint,  or  any  extraneous  fubftance 
that  keeps  up  fuch  an  irritation,  and  of  courfe 
inflammation,  that  the  integuments  are  un¬ 
able  to  bear,  and  fphacelation  confequently 
takes  place,  leaving  a  large  fur  face  bare  un¬ 
derneath,  which  will  require  a  tedious  pro* 
cefs  of  nature  to  cure..  Such  effects  never 
could  have  followed,  had  the  integuments  at 
fir  ft  been  brought  in  contact  with  the  parts 
underneath,  as  the  contractile  power  of  the 
fkin  is  fo  great,  that  from  confiderable  folds 
at  firft,  it  will  foon  recover  a  fmooth  even 
appearance,  as  I  have  always  found  to  be  the 
cafe. 
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The  fame  author,  aft  r  defcribing  th® 
manner  of  removing  a  lei  rhous  gland,  or 
cancered  breaft,  page  140,  “  The  treatment 
of  all  thefe  wounds  may  be  with  dry  lini 
firft,  and  afterwards  as  in  common  incifed 
wounds.” 

c 

In  Mr.  Warner’s  Cafes,  publifhed  a  few 
months  ago,  page  359,  after  the  amputation 
of  a  woman’s  breaft  in  the  ufual  way,  and 
drefiing  with  lint ;  he  tells  us,  “  her  wound 
was  at  the  point  of  being  healed  in  nine  weeks 
after  the  operation.” 

' 

v  .  ’  • 

•  '  f  >  ;  -  ..... 

“  The  circular  incifon  in  the  fkin  of  a 
breaft,  ftiould  always  be  made  quite  round, 
&c.” 

Pott.  Pol.  IL  Page  492. 

4 

The  above  eminent  authors  and  mod 

*  i  A. 

pra&itioners  make  it  a  rule  to  fave  a  ron- 
(iderable,  or  what  they  think  a  fuffic  ent 
quantity  of  Ikin.  But  ftill,  in  this  opi  ration 
as  well  as  in  others,  they  left  a  large  open 
wound,  which  by  the  ufual  dreflings,  became 
much  larger  by  the  time  they  were  firft  re¬ 
moved. 
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moved.  Thefe  dreffings  give  unneceflary 
pain,  produce  a  very  extenfive  and  a  very 
Vgly  fore,  by  which  the  healing  of  the  part 
is  greatly  retarded. 

TpE  following  method  is  that  which  I 
have  adopted  in  the  removal  of  a  cancerous 
bread:.  •  .  .  | 

H  •  •  *■>.  '  J  '  ’  '  /  ■  ,'=S 

~  }  +A  i  ..  •  > 

The  patient  being  placed  in  a  chair  of 
convenient  height,  in  a  reclining  pofture,  her 
head  fupported  with  a  pillow,  by  an  afiifiant 
behind,  and  her  arms  fecured  by  an  another 
on  each  fide ;  the  Surgeon  is  to  place  himfelf 
in  the  raoft  advantageous  fituation,  either 
fitting  or  {landing,  as  he  finds  mod  conve¬ 
nient,  fo  as  to  make  one  horizontal  incifion, 
longer  than  the  di leafed  mafs,  nearly  in  the 
direction  of  the  lib,  and  a  little  below  the 
nipple,  that  it  may  occafion  the  lefs  defor¬ 
mity.  An  incifion  of  fufficient  extent,  being 
momentary,  will  give  little  more  pain  than 
afmallone;  and  has  this  great  advantage, 
that  it  enables  the  operator,  with  facility, 
perfectly  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  dif- 
ealed  parts. 

The 


I 
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The  moft  painful  part  of  the  operation 
being  over,  the  afiiftants  who  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  fecuring  the  patient’s  arms,  are  now  to 
hold  afunder  the  integuments,  and  prefs  their 
fingers  on  any  arteries  that  bleed  freely, 
which  will  enable  the  Surgeon,  with  facility 
and  dexterity,  to'  remove  the  whole  of  the 
difeafed  mafs,  which  fhould  be  carefully  dif- 
fected  from  the  fkin  above,  and  below  from 
the  pe&oral  mufcle  and  ribs.  The  afiiftants 
are  now  to  remove  their  fingers,  the  blood  is 
to  be  effectually  cleared  away,  by  fponge 
and  warm  water,  that  the  Surgeon  may  ex¬ 
amine,  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  the  fur- 
face  of  the  wound ;  and  if  any  fmall  indu- 

w 

rated  glands,  or  thickened  cellular  membrane 
can  be  difcovered,  they  ought  to  be  all  re¬ 
moved  ;  for  without  the  moft  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  part  of  the  operation,  the  defign 
of  it  may  be  entirely  fruffrated. 

By  this  time,  the  haemorrhage  will  have 
ceafed  by  the  xontraCt'on  of  the  mufcular 
fibres  of  the  arteries  ;  when  the  blood  which 
oozed  out,  during  the  examination  ot  the 
wound,  muff  now  be  pleared  away  as  b  fore, 

1  f J  '  M  and 
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and  the  edges  of  the  incifion  brought  evenly 
and  perfectly  into  contact,  and  retained  (as 
in  the  operation  of  caflration)  that  they  may 
unite  by  the  firft  intention. 

When  there  is  any  ulcerated  or  difeaied 
fkin,  it  muft  be  included  between  two  in- 
cifions,  exa&ly  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  fimilar  circumftances  of  the  fcrotum. 

Over  the  dreffings,  a  large,  thick,  loft, 
comprefsof  old  linen  fhould  be  applied,  and 
gently  bound  on,  with  a  flannel  roller,  about 
five  inches  broad,  and  fix  or  eight  yards  long. 
Flannel  is  preferable  to  linen  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  being  warmer,  and  likewife  more 
pliant,  and  yielding  to  the  motions  of  the 
trunk  in  refpiration. 

The  arm  on  the  fide  aftefted,  fhould  be 
relaxed,  by  being  flung  in  a  handkerchief  tied 
round  the  neck. 

The  ferous  or  bloody  difcharge  is  gene- 

rally  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  appear  through 

all  the  bandages,  which  I  remove  on  the 

fourth 

,  * 
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fourth  day  after  the  operation,  if  performed 
in  the  fummer,  or  the  fifth  if  in  the  winter* 
By  this  time  the  flips  of  flicking  plaifter 
have  become  loofe  by  the  difcharge,  and 
may  be  removed  without  giving  the  haft 
pain,  or  affedting  the  tender  adhefion.  If  li¬ 
gatures  have  been  ufed,  they  mu  ft  about  the 
fame  time  be  divided  with  fciflars.  In  my 
practice  latterly,  I  never  ufe  ligatures,  find¬ 
ing  the  adhefive  plaifter  fully  fufficient  to 
keep  the  parts  in  contadt.  The  adhefion  of 
the  teguments  are  to  be  drefled  with  fmall 
flips  of  lint  fpread  thin  with  a  cerate  of  wax 
and  oil.  Over  the.dreflings  I  apply  a  few 
flips  of  adhefive  plaifter,  to  fupport  the  ten¬ 
der  union,  and  by  keeping  the  edges  of  the 
flun  as  clofe  as  pofiible,  the  cicatrix  will  be 
very  fmall,  and  the  cure  greatly  accelerated* 


Obfervatlons  on  the  Operation  and fub - 
fequent  \ "treatment * 

* 

I  find  it  very  fteceflary  from  experience, 
to  requeft  the  operator  to  be  very  careful, 

M  2  by 
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by  a  gentle  but  fufficient  preflure,  to  bring 
all  the  parts  underneath  in  contact  with  the 
integuments,  fo  as  perfectly  to  exclude  the 
air  when  the  edges  of  the  incifion  are  laid 

and  retained  together.  If  this  be  not  done 

.  "  *  " 

with  the  greateft  care,  the  air  remaining 
within  the  wound,  and  keeping  the  parts 
afunder,  fuppuration  will  enfue  and  protrafl 
the  cure.  This  happened  to  myfelf  in  one 
cale,  and  may  have  often  happened  to  other 
operators,  and  thereby  induced  them  to  fpeak 
more  unfavourably  of  this  method  of  ope¬ 
rating  than  it  deferves.  But  even  when  at¬ 
tended  with  this  difadvantage,  I  mull  Bill 
think  it  vaftly  fuperior  to  the  old  method  of 
operating,  when  the  whole  breaft,  (kin,  and 
all  is  cut  away,  as  if  mowed  off  with  a  fcythe . 

**  ■  i  '  *  >  - ,  T  . 
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In  performing  this  operation,  feveral  ar¬ 
teries  bleed  very  freely,  and  are  apt  to  alarm 
a  young  operator,  who  from  his  embarrafs- 
znent,  may  make  too  much  hafte  to  finifh 
the  operation.  This  hafte  or  expedition  to 
ilnilh  the  bufmefs,  by  applying  the  dreflings 
too  loon,  is  a  very  great  error,  againft  which 

I  mu  ft  ftrongly  recommend  it  to  every  ope¬ 
rator 
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rator  mod  carefully  to  guard.  Mr.  Gafcelee 
has  had  accounts  from  the  country  of  two 
cales,  where  the  haemorrhage,  after  the  pa¬ 
tients  were  put  to  bed,  was  fo  great,  that  the 
dreffings  were  obliged  to  be  removed,  the 
blood  cleared  away,  and  frefh  dreffings  ap¬ 
plied.  Such  confequences  mull;  naturally 
happen,  if  the  operator  does  not  wait  pa¬ 
tiently  till  the  bleeding  has  entirely  ceafed. 
The  time  neceflary  to  wait  may  be  from  ten 

'  -  -  .  i  8  * 

minutes  to  twenty,  according  to  the  nature 
of  th  e  cafe.  In  one  where  I  lately  operated, 
at  which  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Giilefpey,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler  were  prefent,  I  was  obliged  to  wait 
above  fifteen  minutes,  before  the  bleeding 
had  entirely  ceafed,  fo  that  I  might  fafely  ap¬ 
ply  the  dreffings.  It  fometimes  happens 
that  after  the  arteries  have  retracted  and  en¬ 
tirely  ceafed  bleeding,  there  will  be  a  very 
inconfiderabie  oozing  from  the  pedtoral  muf- 
cle,  if  it  has  been  touched  in  the  operation, 
or  perhaps  from  another  part.  In  fuch  cafes 
a  gentle  preflu  re  on  the  part,  with  the  tops 
of  the  fingers,  or  expofing  the  mouths  of  the 
vefiels  to  the  air,  will  help  greatly  to  make 
this  oozing  ceafe  entirely.  Exclulive  of  th 


c 
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error  of  applying  the  dreffings  toofoon,  there 
is  another  which  I  cannot  pafs  unnoticed, 
namely,  that  of  giving  the  patient  a  Simu¬ 
lating  cordial  or  dram,  either  before  or  af¬ 
ter  the  operation,  than  which  nothing  can 
be  more  improper.  This  pra&ice  or  cuftom 
refults  from  the  well-meant,  but  very  ill- 
timed  tendernels  of  the  patient’s  friends,  to 
prevent  which,  the  Surgeon  Ihould  take  every 
poffible  care,  fo  as  to  reftrain  even  the  tender 
Jympathizing  nurfe  from  giving  any  thing  of 
that  nature,  fecretly  in  his  abfence.  If  a 
Simulating  cordial  be  given  before  the  ope¬ 
ration  with  the  ill  judged  defigti  of  enabling 
the  patient  to  bear  it  the  better,  it  muS  na¬ 
turally  make  the  bleeding  continue  longer 
than  it  would  otherwife  have  done,  by 
adding  to  the  impetus  of  the  circulation, 
and  the  patient  will  confequently  be  weak¬ 
ened  or  reduced  in  proportion  to  the  greater 
lofs  of  blood.  If  given  after  the  operation 
for  the  abfurd  purpofe  of  fupporting  the 
patient  again  ft  languor  or  fainting,  fuch  a 
frefh  excitement  to  the  circulation,  may  oc- 
calion  fome  veffels  which  entirely  ceafed 
bleeding,  to  bleed  afrefli,  and  thereby  not 

only 
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only  make  it  neceffary  to  remove  all  the 
dreflings,  but  likewife  confiderably  impair 
the  patient’s  ftrength.  The  patient  fhould 
be  put  to  bed  immediately  after  the  dreflings 
have  been  applied,  and  kept  as  quiet  as  pofli- 
ble,  the  languor  will  gradually  gooff,  and  the 
horizontal  pofture  will  be  quitefufficientto  pre¬ 
vent  any  inconvenience  from  fainting.  Even 
in  cafe  fainting  takes  place,  no  efforts  fhould 
be  ufed  to  roufe  the  patient  from  it,  as  it  can 
do  no  harm.  I  have  not  feen  a  cafe  in  which 
fainting  made  it  abfolutely  neceflary  that 
the  patient  fhould  have  even  a  glafs  of 
wine.  I  will  admit  however,  fuch  a  cafe 
poflible,  if  repeated  faintings  happen,  againfl: 
wh  ich  there  is  no  remedy  of  which  I  have 
fo  good  an  opinion,  as  a  glafs  of  good  red 
port.  In  general  I  order  the  patient  on  be¬ 
ing  put  to  bed,  to  take  thirty  drops  of  Tindt. 
Theb.  in  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  aq.  cin.  ten, 
with  a  view  of  removing  irritability,  allaying 
pain,  and  procuring  quiet  and  compofure. 
This  anodyne  may  be  continued  for  fbme 
pights,  if  occaiion  require,  neither  muft  the 
judicious  exhibition  of  the  bark,  red  wine, 
and  fuJi  corrqboiaats  as  the  patient’s  ftate 

may 
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may  require,  be  neglected  as  foon  as  the  uni¬ 
on  has  taken  place.  In  all  the  operations  I 
have  performed  on  the  bread,  I  have  never 
had  occafion  to  take  up  an  artery,  though  I 
once  took  off  a  fcrophulous  one,  that  weighed 
near  ten  pounds.  Therefore,  the  operator 
has  nothing  to  fear  in  this  refpedt,  confider- 
ing  that  from  the  nature  of  the  part,  no  dan¬ 
ger  can  enfue  from  differing  freely,  or  even 
from  taking  away  a  conliderable  portion  of 
the  pedtoral  mufcle,  when  the  difeafed  mafs 
adheres  to  it.  The  operation  is  lo  fimple, 
that  my  patients  have  hardly  complained  of 
pain ;  they  generally  feared  they  fhould 
faint,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  loon  as  the 
dreffings  and  bandage  were  applied,  they 
got  up  and  walked  to  bed  without  any  affift- 
ance. 

i 

Some  time  after  I  had  publifhed  a  fhort 
and  imperfedt  account  of  this  method  of 
operating,  Mr.  Bell  of  Edinburgh,  publifhed 
the  fecond  volume  of  his  Syflemof  Surgery, 
in  which,  page  455,  in  allufion  to  the  two 
cafes  I  had  publifhed,  he  fays,  “  Till  of 
late  the  only  means  put  in  pradtife  for 

fe  curing 
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fecuring  the  ikin  in  its  fituation,  fo  as  to  ef~ 

i 

.  fedt  an  adhefion  between  it  and  the  parts  un¬ 
derneath,  was  compreffion  by  the  napkin  and 
fcapulary  bandage,  excepting  in  a  few  cafes, 
where  adhelive  piaifters  were  employed.” 

1  '*  \ 

Mr.  Bell,  however,  as  appears  from  his 

words,  page  443,  thinks  this  method  of 
operating  applicable  only  in  fcirrhous  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  mamma,  where  there  is  no  ne- 
ceflity  for  taking  away  any  of  the  ikin  •  or 
where  there  is  no  adhefion  to  the  pedtoral 
mufcle.  When  the  ikin  is  ulcerated,  or  ad- 
heiions  are  formed,  he  thinks  the  ufual  me¬ 
thod  of  cutting  away  the  ikin  and  dre fling 
with  lint  ihould  be  followed.  He  alio  takes 
.pains  to  defcribe  the  method  of  fecuring  the 
arteries,  and  talks  of  fuppuration,  matter, 
dreffings,  &c.  as  other  authors  have  done 

t  . 

before  him.  I  am  forry,  Mr.  Bell  has  mif- 
underftood  me  fo  far,  becaufe  the  method  of 
operating  I  have  deicribed,  may  be  adopted, 
even  when  it  is  neceilary  to  take  away  a  great 
quantity  of  ikin,  either  from  the  bread  or 
fcrotum,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
Cafes. 

In 


N 
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In  all  my  practice,  I  have  not  had  one 
cafe,  nor  have  I  ever  feen  one,  where  there 
was  not  Ikin  fufficient  to  cover  the  wound, 
and  unite  by  the  fir  ft  intention,  except  where 
cauftics  had  been  long  and  repeatedly  em¬ 
ployed.  I  am  confident  the  following  cafes 
are  worfe  than  thofe  that  generally  occur 
in  practice,  yet  in  every  one  of  them,  the 
Union  by  the  Firft  Intention  fucceeded, 
though  in  fome  inftances,  the  difeafed  mais, 
together  with  a  large  portion  of  the  Ikin, 
had,  in  the  former  operation,  been  removed. 
In  fome  cafes,  the  ulcer  is  fo  large,  that  on 
the  firft  view,  one  would  be  apt  to  think, 
that  the  edges  of  the  fkin  could  hardly  be 
brought  into  contact,  after  having  taken 
away  fo  confiderable  a  portion  of  it,  by  in- 
eluding  the  ulcer  hi  a  double  incifion.  But 
as  there  Was  a  confiderably  lels  extent  of 
furface  to  be  covered  after  the  difealed  tu¬ 
mor  was  removed  than  before,  there  was 
Ikin  fully  fufficient  for  the  purpofe. 


CASE 


c 


A  '  S  E 


I. 


IN  April,  x 779,  the  foreman  of  a  hatter 
in  Southwark,  aged  thirty-eight,  applied 
to  me  on  account  of  a  complaint  he  had  in 
one  of  his  trfticles.  Both  in  the  country 
and  in  town  it  had  been  treated  as  venereal 
for  two  years.  He  had  been  ialivat  d  for  it, 
and  laid  that  the  mercury  always  increased 
his  complaints  ;  that  in  ftze,  pain,  and 
weight,  it  was  become  confide  rabiy  wc-rfe. 
When  1  fiw  it,  the  ipermatic  chord  was  a 
little  enlarged,  the  body  of  the  t  hide  was 
very  large  and  unequally  hard,  the  darting 
pains  were  io  frequent,  as  to  deprive  him  of 
his  natnrJ  reft;  his  countenance  was  pale 
and  lickly  :  he  laid  he  had  been  often  ad- 
viled  to  have  it  taken  off,  but  never  would 

N  f  content 
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con  Cent  till  lately,  that  his  life  became  fuch 
a  burthen  to  hitn,  from  intolerable  pain,  that 
he  did  not  care  if  he  had  his  head  cut  off. 


As  the  difeafe  did  not  admit  qf  a  doubt, 
and  he  was  very  preffing  in  his  entreaties  to 
la  it  removed,  I  operated  in  this  advanced 
ftate  in  the  manner  already  delcnbed. 

r 

The  parts  healed  in  a  few  days,  and  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and 
has  had  no  complaint  of  tne  k  nd  ever  lince. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Stonehoufe, 
of  the  Diipenfary,  and  the  late  Mr.  Blackall, 
Teacher  of  Anatomy,  were  prefont  at  the 
operation. 


CASE  11. 

m  J  i  v  r 


JAMES  KELLY,  formerly  a  Tailor, 
about  forty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  a 
patient  at  the  Surrey  Diipenfary,  in  Spring, 

1 784. 
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1784.  He  had  for  two  years  been  afflicted  with 
a  icho  rous  tefticle,  for  which  he  had  taken  a 
great  many  medicines,  but  without  any  be-* 
nefit.  He  was  then  greatly  alarmed  by  an 
alteration  it  had  undergone  a  few  weeks  be¬ 
fore.  The  tumor  had  been  indolent  and 
equal,  the  fpermatic  chord  in  a  natural  hate, 
and  he  had  no  other  complaint  while  the 
diieafe  continued  in  that  ftage ;  but  iince  the 
change  took  place,  the  tefticle  had  increafed 
very  confiderably,  efpecially  within  the  tw'o 
laft  months,  and  a  fungus  lore  broke  out  on 
the  luperior  and  anrerior  part,  about  the  fze 
of  half  a  crown,  which  was  extremely  pain¬ 
ful  ;  fometimes  bled,  but  generally  produced 
a  gleety  difcharge,  of  a  very  ofFeniive  fmell. 
He  had  a  pale  unhealthy  countenance. 

I  recommended  the  operation  under  a 
guarded  prognoftic ;  he  hefitated  a  while,  and 
then  refufed  to  fubmit :  but  while  he  was 
fitting  in  the  hall,  a  man,  on  whom  I  had 
performed  the  operation  four  years  before, 
came  to  Mr.  Stonehoufe  on  bufinefs,  who 

defired  him  1 1  relate  his  cafe  to.  Kelly,  which 

•/  * 

he  did,  and  allured  him  the  operation  would 

give 
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give  him  but  little  pain,  and  the  confinement 
was  not  worth  mentioning,  as  he  would  be 
well  in  a  few  days  ;  at  lead:  that  was  his  cafe, 
and  he  never  had  a  pain  nor  ach  fince  the 
operation ;  and  lafily,  that  he  was  as  good  a 
man  fince  as  ever  he  had  been  before  I  His 
account  had  irrefiflable  influence  with  Kelly, 
particularly  the  laji  argument ,  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  refolved  to  fubmit  to  the  operation. 
Accordingly  he  came  to  the  Difpenfary  next 
morning,  where  I  performed  the  operation 
in  the  manner  defcribed,  by  two  ftraight  in- 
cifions,  including  the  ulcerated  part,  and 

having  brought  the  edges  into  contad,  re- 

* 

tamed  them  by  two  ligatures  and  fome  adhe- 
five  pi  aider,  and  then  Supported  the  fcrotum 
with  a  handkerchief.  He  walked  home ,  had 
no. fever,  and  got  well  fo  fad,  that  on  the 
ninth  dav  he  returned  thanks  to  the  Governor 
who  recommended  him  to  the  Dilpenfarv, 
and  went  to  his  daily  labour  on  the  eleventh 
day. 

It  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  that  in  the 
above  Cafe  the  fkiti  next  the  feptum  fcroti 

was  about  half  an  inch  thick,-  and  adhered 

to  . 
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to  the  tedicle  ;  yet  this  thicknefs  decreafed  as 
he  got  wellj  and  at  lad:  went  orf  entirely. 

Mr.  Simpson,  my  colleague  at  the  Difpen- 
farv,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
and  Mr.  Getty,  a  Navy  Surgeon,  were  prefent, 
and  alhfted  me  at  the  operation. 

This  Cafe  I  thought  the  mod:  proper  to 
fucceed  the  fird,  though  an  interval  ot  more 
than  five  years  happened  between  them  :  but 
as  they  are  both  of  the  fame  nature,  were 
thought  unfavorable,  and  were  really  more 
fo  than  any  others  I  have  had,  as  they  prove 
the  two  different  methods  of  performing  the 
operation,  viz.  by  the  dngle  iucidon,  and  by 
two  incifions  ;  and  as  they  were  both  fucceis- 
ful,  I  thought  the  order  in  which  they  ftand 
the  propereft  I  could  fix  on. 


CASE 


I 
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CASE  III. 

Elizabeth  turner  was  ad- 

mitted  a  patient  at  the  Surrey  Dif- 
penfary,  about  eight  years  ago,  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Sims,  who  confulted  me  refpeft- 
ing  the  propriety  of  extirpating  her  bread, 
which  was  truly  fcirrhous.  She  was  about 
forty-fix  years  of  age,  of  a  robuft  habit, 
and  her  bread:  naturally  of  a  large  fize ;  but 
the  difeafe  (which  had  been  a  year  and  half 
forming,  without  any  known  caufc)  was 
perfectly  moveable  and  circumfcribed  ;  there 
were  no  glands  enlarged  in  the  axilla,  and  the 
cafe,  upon  the  whole,  appeared  to  us  to  be 
extremely  favourable  for  the  operation,  which 
we  accordingly  took  great  pains  to  recom¬ 
mend,  without  efteffc.  We  heard  no  more  of 
her  for  about  a  fortnight,  when  die  fent  for 
me  to  her  apartments  in  the  Maze,  where  die 
lived.  I  found  her  in  bed,  with  her  head 
and  flioulders  fupported;  die  breathed  very 
quick  and  with  great  difficulty,  her  pulfe  was 
quick  and  fmall,  die  was  in  molt  excruciat¬ 
ing  pain,  infomuch  that  die  faid  die  was 

then 
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then  ready  to  have  her  bread:  taken  off,  and 
would  undergo  any  thing  to  get  relief.  In 
the  above  fhort  time,  the  bread  had  increafed 
considerably,  and  adhered  in  every  part  to 
the  ribs  with  a  firmnefs  that  I  cannot  exprefs. 
The  mufclesof  the  abdomen,  neck,  and  arm, 
on  that  dde,  were  all  enlarged,  hardened, 
and  contracted,  fo  that  her  head  and  thigh 
were  bent  towards  each  other.  She 

could  not  move  her  arm  on  that  dde  :  her 

,<*  ./  ... 

bread  was  not  ulcerated  externally.  In  this 
melancholy  btuation,  opium  not  affording  her 
the  lead  relief,  death  put  an  end  to  her  tor¬ 
ture  three  days  afterwards. 


CASE  IV. 

*  •—  e  ,  ) 

A  Li TTLE  after  this,!  vidted  one  of  Mr. 

Shuter’s  patients,  thirty-nine  years  of 
age,  with  Symptoms  nearly  dmilar  to  thofe 
in  the  preceding  Cafe.  When  I  faw  her,  the 
bread  appeared  to  be  very  favorably  circum- 

O  danced 


[  9«  ] 

ftanced  for  extirpation,  which  however  I  did 
not  advife,  the  tumor  being  indolent,  and  at¬ 
tended  with  very  little  pain  :  befides,  fhe  was 
feven  months  gone  with  child,  and  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  the  complaint  would  not  increafe 
much  in  three  months,  and  that  it  might 
poffibly  undergo  a  favorable  change  after 
lying-in  ;  thefe  were  my  reafons  for  not  doing 
more  than  giving  the  cicuta.  But  to  my 
aftonifhment,  in  three  weeks  after  fine  was 
as  fudden ly  and  violently  attacked,  as  Eliza¬ 
beth  Turner  in  the  preceding  Cafe,  except 
on  the  hand  and  arm,  which  were  covered 
with  large  oedematous  iwellings  :  fhe  aborted 
that  night,  and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

I  have  met  with  feveral  limilar  cafes 
fince,  which  fully  and  clearly  prove  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  our  operating  early,  and  that  the 
lofs  of  a  few  days  may  be  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence.  It  is  the  fame  in  cancers  of  the 
tefticle ;  by  deferring  the  operation  in  hopes 
of  receiving  a  cure,  and  lofing  only  a  few 
days,  the  difeafe  may  encreafe  fo  rapidly,  and 
the  patient  become  fo  much  affe&ed,  as  to 

render  the  operation  unadvifeable.  By  an 
;  inftance 
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i  nfl:  a  nee  of  this  kind,  the  public  were  fome 
time  ago  deprived  of  a  celebrated  comedian. 


CASE  V. 


MARY  SMITH,  aged  forty,  difeo- 
vered  a  lump  in  her  breaft,  about  five 
months  before  ftie  applied  to  me,  which  was 
in  the  year  1 780.  It  was  perfedlly  indolent, 
even  upon  being  handled.  It  had  a  ftoney 
incomprefiible  kind  of  hardnefs.  I  told  her 
I  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a  true  feirrhus, 
and  accordingly  recommended  the  operation. 
She  left  me  much  diflatisfied,  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  her  for  a  fortnight,  during  which 
time  ftie  had  often  been  to  an  eminent  fur- 

geon,  and  then  returned  to  fubmit  to  the 

* 

operation.  The  difeafe  in  the  above  fhort 
time  had  increafed  very  rapidly,  and  adhered 
to  the  pedloral  mufcle.  The  lkin  was  be¬ 
come  «fmooth  and  inflamed,  and  appeared  as 
if  it  would  ftiortly  break  out  into  a  can- 

O  2 


cerous 
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Cerous  fore.  There  were  little  lumps  round 
the  bread:,  and  a  gland  enlarged  in  the  axilla 
to  the  hze  of  a  chefnut,  which  looked  as  if 
abforption  had  taken  place.  I  told  her,  that 
from  the  rapid  increale  and  unfavourable  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  difeafe,  her  chance  of  a  cure 
from  the  operation  would  be  extremely  un¬ 
certain.  Her  reply  was,  that  fhe  luffered 
fuch  acute  and  almoft  conftant  pain,  that  lire 
would  run  any  rilk.  I  operated  in  the  man¬ 
ner  already  defcribed,  removing  all  the  in¬ 
durated  glands.  That  in  the  axilla  was  deeper 
feated  than  it  had  appeared  to  be  from  the 
external  feel.  I  like  wife  removed  all  that  part 
of  the  Ikin  which  was  dilcoloured.  Still  there 
was  enough  left  to  admit  of  a  perfect  approx¬ 
imation  of  the  edges  of  the  wound,  which 
healed  by  the  firft  intention.  On  cutting 
into  the  bread:  after  it  was  removed,  there 
appeared  two  cyfts,  one  of  wdiich  contained 
about  three  ounces  of  ferum,  and  the  other 
a  curdled  matter  tinged  with  blood.  Ulcera¬ 
tion  had  taken  place  in  the  infide.  Mr. 
Walfhman,  Surgeon,  at  Newington,  faw  this 
patient. 


CASE 
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I  -  CASE  VI. 

SOON  after  this,  Elizabeth  Benham  of 
Profpeft-row,  Walworth,  applied  to  me 
to  remove  her  right  breaft.  The  account 
Ihe  gave  of  her  cafe  was,  that  as  long  as  fhe 
could  remember,  fhe  had  perceived  a  fmall 
lump  in  her  bread:,  which  had  gradually  in- 
creafed  in  fize  ;  and  that  about  ten  years  be¬ 
fore  I  faw  her,  fhe  had  taken  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  furgeon  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hof- 
pital,  who  advifed  the  removal  of  the  dif- 
eafed  part ;  but  that  fhe  did  not  choofe  to 
fubmit  to  an  operation  at  a  time  when  fhe 
fuffered  no  inconvenience,  except  from  its 
weight,  and  at  times  a  dull  heavy  pain.  The 
fize  of  the  tumour  encreafing,  and  the  pain 
becoming  more  acute,  fhe  was  advifed  to  fee 
my  learned  friend  and  colleague,  Dr.  Sims, 
whofe  opinion  agreed  with  that  of  Mr.  Smith. 
The  breaft  was  very  large,  of  an  unequal 
furface,  very  knotty,  and  felt  through  its 
whole  fubftance  perfectly  indurated.  The 
veins  of  the  Ikin  were  varicous,  and  the  nipple 

was 
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was  Ihrunk  out  of  fight.  She  was  forty-eight 
years  old,  and  of  a  delicate  conftitution,  but 
her  general  health  was  good.  The  edges  of 
the  wound  were  brought  into  ccntaft,  and 
retained  by  flips  of  flicking  plaifter.  They 
united  by  the  firft  intention,  and  the  cicatrix 
was  completely  formed  in  ten  days.  She 
was  only  two  days  confined  to  her  room,  and 
walked  out  on  the  fourth. 

When  flie  came  to  the  difpenfary  to  re¬ 
turn  thanks  to  Dr.  Sims,  whole  opinion  and 
reafoning  had  prevailed  on  her  to  fubmit  to 
the  operation  ;  on  feeing  the  breaft,  he  ex- 
p refled  himfelf  much  pleafed  with  a  method 
of  operating,  by  which  the  cure  was  fo 
fpeedily  e Hefted,  and  deformity  prevented. 
For  the  nipple  having  been  prelerved,  and 
the  cellular  membrane  foon  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  filling  with  fat,  it  had  not  an  appear¬ 
ance  as  if  the  breaft  had  been  removed. 

The  breaft  weighed  th ree  pounds  and  ten 
ounces.  On  cutting  into  it,  it  was  extremely 
hard  and  difeafed  through  its  whole  fub- 
ftance,  with  feveral  fmall  cyfts  containing  a 
yellow,  gelatinous,  curdled  pus. 


CASE 
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C  A  S  E  VII. 

AW  IDO  W  applied  to  me,  in  the  year 
1781,  concerning  her  breaft,  which 
was  enlarged,  and  uneven  in  its  furface,  at¬ 
tended  with  irregular  pains,  fhooting  into  the 
axilla  and  adjacent  parts.  Mr.  Grindall,  about 
half  a  year  before  had  recommended  the 
operation,  which  fhe  wrould  not  then  confent 
to;  I  told  her  the  removal  of  it  was  the  only 
thing  from  which  fhe  could  expect  relief,  to 

•*  r 

which  fhe  confented. 

V 

Through  one  incifion,  I  carefully  diffect- 
ed  away  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  was  fo 
large  as  to  leave  almoft  the  whole  of  the  pec¬ 
toral  mufcle  bare.  The  wound  united  by 
the  firffc  intention,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  w  ell 
in  twelve  days,  and  continues  fo  ever  fince. 

Mr.  Hadley  (now  fettled  in  Derby)  wras 
prefent  at  the  operation,  and  faw  her  daily 

for  the  time  mentioned. 

CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

/ 

SOON  after  the  former  cafe,  Elizabeth 
Auger,  of  Wandfvvorth  road,  about  fortv 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient  at  the 
Surrey  Diipenfary,  under  my  care.  The 
whole  of  her  right  breaft  was  greatly  enlarg¬ 
ed,  though  the  complaint  had  attacked  her 
fuddenly  only  three  weeks  before,  without 
any  external  injury.  Her  countenance  was 
pale  and  fickly,  fhe  was  fubjeft  to  indigef- 
iion,  and  frequent  naufea ;  the  difeafe  was 
clearly  a  true  fcirrhous,  hard  to  the  touch, 
with  frequent  darting,  pricking  pains  ;  dif- 
eafed  glands  all  round  the  breaft,  with  a  firing 
of  them  extending  into  the  axilla.  The  dif¬ 
eafe  had  increafed  fo  rapidly,  that  fhe  was 
juftly  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences,  and 
intreated  me  in  the  molt  earneft  manner  to 
perform  the  operation,  and  give  her  a  chance 
for  her  life ;  I  yielded  to  her  importunate 
felicitations  quite  contrary  to  my  judgement 
and  opinion  of  the  cafe,  which  was  that  it 
mull  end  fatally.  During  this  operation, 

while 
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while  I  was  difteding  away  the  glands  lead¬ 
ing  to,  and  thofe  in  the  axilla,  I  was  very 
much  alarmed  to  find,  (after  the  breaft  and 
a  large  gland  in  the  axilla  had  been  removed) 
that  all  the  cellular  membrane  was  difeafed, 
and  full  of  hard  knots  in  every  direction. 
Befides  thofe  that  were  diflefted  away  with 

the  breaft,  I  removed  an  incredible  number 
*  » 

of  them,  from  the  fize  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a 
filbert,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought 
into  contact,  and  healed  in  the  ufual  time. 
She  enjoyed  perfed  health  for  two  months, 
and  thought  herfelf  very  fortunate  ;  but  her 
eafe,  comfort,  and  happinefs  were  then  fud- 

denly  interrupted,  by  a  return  of  the  difeafe. 

/  / 

In  this  lamentable  fituation,  fhe  came  again 
to  me,  with  her  breaft  nearly  as  large  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  fymptoms  nearly  the  lame  as  I 
have  already  defcribed,  all  which  increafed 
for  another  month  ;  during  which  time,  the 
largeft  dofes  of  cicuta  did  her  no  fervke  ;  I 
then  told  her,  I  had  not  the  leaft  hopes  of 
her  obtaining  a  cure,  by  any  internal  medi¬ 
cine,  or  external  application  ;  and  as  I  feared 
it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  remove  the 
whole  difeafed  mafs,  flie  had  but  little  reafon 
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to  expect  any  benefit  from  having  the  opera¬ 
tion  repeated.  She  replied,  that  fhe  had  feen 
two  of  mv  patients,  who  were  then  in  good 
health,  whofe  breafts  I  had  taken  off;  and 
as  fhe  buffered  fuch  ccnftant  and  fevere  pain, 
file  was  refolved  to  undergo  the  operation  a 
fecond  time.  I  yielded  to  her  intreaties,  and 
Mr.  Babington,  of  Guy’s  Hofpital,  did  me 
the  favour  to  affift  at  the  operation. 

The  (kin  of  the  breaft  was  no  way  di Co¬ 
loured  ;  but  as  the  cicatrix  from  the  former 
operation,  adhered  to  the  difeafed  mafs,  we 
made  a  double  incifion  including  it,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  the  fkin  is  ulcerated. 
We  differed  away  every  part  that  feemed  in 
any  degree  difeafed  ;  and  carefully  removed 
all  the  affeCted  glands  in  the  axilla. 

Her  breaft  was  perfectly  healed  in  lefs 
than  a  fortnight,  and  fhe  appeared  to  enjoy 
good  health  for  three  months  after,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  which,  the  dileafe  again  appear¬ 
ed,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  fhot  out  in  different 
directions  to  a  great  fize,  large  lumps  or 

pieces  frequently  mortifying  and  floughmg 

away 
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away  with  the  poultices  that  were  then  ap¬ 
plied.  In  this  miferable  fituation  Ihe  linger¬ 
ed  five  months ;  in  which  time  opium  was 
tried,  but  foon  loft  its  power,  procuring  nei¬ 
ther  deep,  nor  alleviation  of  pain :  thus 
worn  out  with  want  of  reft,  in  cedant  pain, 
and  hedtic  fever,  fhe  died. 


CASE  IX. 


JANE  BROWN  was  admitted  a  pa¬ 
tient  at  the  Surrey  Difpenfary  in  the 
year  1782;  fhe  got  a  blow  on  her  breaft 
about  ten  years  before,  which  continued  to  be 
painful  for  fome  days  after  the  accident.  The 
pain  was  fucceeded  by  a  hard  tumor,  which 
had  been  gradually  increafing  for  the  time 
above-mentioned,  (notwithftanding  the  free 
ufe  of  hemlock,)  and  at  the  time  1  faw  her, 
extended  from  the  clavicle  to  the  abdomen, 

*  i  '  ' 

and  from  the  fternum  to  the  axilla  ;  the  Ikin 
was  puckered,  the  nipple  was  retraced,  and 
the  veins  were  varicous.  She  had  taken  a 

P  2  great 
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great  many  medicines,  under  the  care  and 
direction  of  fome  of  the  faculty,  and  like- 
wife  had  recourfe  to  quacks,  and  had  taken 
various  fpecific  noftrums,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  Being  tired  of  thefe  matters,  and 
meeting  with  Elizabeth  Benham,  (cafe  vi.) 
who  had  then  been  long  recovered  from  the 
operation,  and  gave  her  an  account  of  it ; 
fhe  refolved  to  have  her  breaft  taken  off.  I 
performed  the  operation  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  M‘ Dowell,  of  Shad  Thames,  South¬ 
wark,  removing  all  that  was  difeafed,  and 
bringing  the  edges  of  the  wound  into  con¬ 
tact.  They  were  foon  healed,  and  fhe  re- 

v  '  Vv 

main?  perfe&ly  well  ever  fince.  The  frze 
of  this  patient’s  breaft  was  fo  enormous,  that 
when  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  laid  in 
contact,  there  were  feveral  long  and  deep 
wrinkles,  or  furrows  in  the  fkin  of  the  breaft; 
but  it  foon  contracted,  and  the  unhandfome 
look  from  a  number  of  loofe  flabby  folds, 
foon  went  off,  and  lhe  has  now  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  uniform  round  plump  breaft,  fo 
that  when  ftie  has  her  ftays  on,  a  ftrangef 
cannot  diftinguifh  which  breaft  has  been  am¬ 
putated. 

».  >* 
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I  N  the  year  1782,  a  widow,  about  fifty 
years  of  age,  alked  my  opinion  concern¬ 
ing  a  hard  tumor  in  her  bread:,  fuppofed  to 
be  an  occult  cancer,  which  it  appeared  to  be 
i  on  examination,  and  at  that  time  favourably 
circumflanced  for  the  operation ;  I  there- 
i  fore  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  nothing  elfe 
;  would  be  of  the  leaf!  fervice,  and  advifed  her 
to  fubmit  to  it  as  foon  as  poflibie.  To  this 
however  fhe  would  not  then  confent,  becaufe 
:  her  furgeon,  (a  gentleman  in  very  extenfive 
pradice,  both  in  furgery  and  midwifery,) 
i  had  allured  her,  that  her  complaint  might, 

:  in  all  human  probability,  remain  dormant 
i  and  inoffenfive  for  many  years;  and  that  if 
j  lhe  even  did  fubmit  to  the  operation,  the 

difeafe  would  return  with  more  violence 

. 

1  than  before ;  that  he  had  feen  many  inftances 
I  of  this  kind,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
:  the  learned  Dr.  Monro,  that  the  operation 
would  not  effed  a  cure.  I  told  her,  that 
notwithstanding  it  was  then  quiet,  and  part- 
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ly  free  from  pain,  yet  no  perfon  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay  how  long  it  would  continue  fo  ; 
I  mu  ft  therefore  advife  her,  by  all  means  to 
have  it  removed  in  its  prefent  favourable 
ftate  ;  and  not  wait  till  iuch  alteration  takes 
place,  as  would  induce  her  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  when  it  would  be  more  painful, 
and  the  profpedt  of  its  proving  fuccefsful, 
not  fo  great  as  at  prefent ;  that  I  could  not 
help  differing  from  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Monro,  becaufe  my  own  experience,  as  well 
as  that  of  others  who  had  much  practice  of 
this  kind,  made  it  appear,  that  the  operation,, 
performed  on  proper  fubjedfs,  generally  proved 
fuccefsful,  and  that  by  far  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  who  fubmitted  to  it  in  time,  en¬ 
joyed  general  good  health  for  many  years,  or 
as  long  as  they  lived,  without  the  leaft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  return  of  the  complaint. 

But  as  thefe  arguments  did  not  then  con¬ 
vince,  or  prevail  on  her  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  I  heard  no  more  of  her  for  fix 
weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  fent  for 
me.  The  breaft  was  a  good  deal  encreafed 
in  fize,  her  countenance  was  become  fallow 

and 
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and  wan,  fhe  had  no  appetite,  and  complain¬ 
ed  of  intolerable  pain ;  fhe  informed  me  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  firft  feen  her,  de- 

O 

fired  her  to  confult  another  furgeon,  who 
had  given  her  mercury,  and  falivated  her 
fince  I  had  laft  feen  her.  This  treatment 
had  produced  in  this  cafe,  (as  well  as  in 
every  other  I  had  feen  fo  treated,)  a  ma- 
nifeft  increafe  of  the  difeale,  and  all  its 
lymptoms :  fhe  fubmitted  to  the  operation, 
at  which  Mr.  Charles  Montague,  and  Mr. 
James  Stuart,  (then  my  apprentice)  were 
prefent.  She  was  perfectly  well  in  a  fort¬ 
night.  - 


4 

CASE  XI. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  ELLIS,  of  Cam¬ 
berwell,  fent  for  me  in  the  Spring 
1783,  to  examine  her  right  breaft.  She  faid 
all  the  medical  gentlemen  that  had  feen  it, 
agreed  in  the  opinion  of  it’s  being  a  con¬ 
firmed 
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firmed  cancer.  The  operation  had  been  re¬ 
commended,  but  (he  never  could  make  up 
her  mind  to  fubmit  to  bo  horrid  and  painful 
an  operation,  which  in  the  end  might  not 
prov  e  luccefsful ;  and  to  ule  her  own  words, 
this  opinion  was  rivetted  more  firmly  in  her 
mind,  from  the  bufferings  of  a  neighbour  of 
her’s,  who  had  undergone  the  operation,  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  one  of  the  firft  burgeons  in 
town,  and  gave  her  a  dreadful  account  of  the 
pam  of  the  operation,  as  well  as  the  confine¬ 
ment  and  dreffings  for  beveral  months. 
Thebe  confiderations  had  determined  her  to 
buffer  the  dibeabe  to  carry  her  to  the  grave, 
until  (he  heard  of  Mrs.  Smith’s  cafe,  before- 
mentioned,  on  this  account,  (and  for  other 
reabons  with  which  I  fhall  not  trouble  the 
reader)  fine  had  retraced  her  former  opinion, 
and  bent  for  me  to  perform  the  operation  as 
boon  as  I  thought  proper;  fhe  thought  ex- 
cefiive  grief  was  the  caube  of  her  complaint; 
for  boon  after  the  death  of  her  hufhand  fhe 
perceived  a  bmall  lump  in  her  bread:,  which 
gradually  increafed  till  the  time  I  faw  her,  it 
-was  then  large  and  firmly  attached  to  the 
pe&oral  mubcle  and  ribs,  and  had  a  large 

can- 
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cancerous  fore  round  the  nipple,  attended 
with  lancinating  pains  piercing  through  the 
tumor,  which  was  hard,  craggy,  and  uneven. 
She  was  corpulent  and  near  fixty  years  of 
age.  I  told  her  that  whatever  might  have 
been  the  caufe  of  her  complaint,  it  was  my 
opinion  that  it  was  a  true  cancer,  and  that  I 
feared  {he  had  too  long  deferred  having  the 
operation  performed,  and  that  fhe  might  not 
reap  any  advantage  from  it  now,  and  there¬ 
fore  could  not  recommend  it.  Her  anfwer 
was,  that  the  was  determined  to  have  it  off, 
as  fhe  could  not  be  worfe  after  the  operation 
than  fhe  was  then.  From  her  preffing  and  anxi¬ 
ous  folicitations  I  buffered  her  to  fend  for  the 
family  Surgeon,  Mr.  Green  of  Peckham,  who 
accordingly  met  Mr.  Haynes  and  me  next 
morning.  I  performed  the  operation,  in¬ 
cluding  the  cancerous  fore  in  a  double  inci- 
fion,  and  was  obliged  to  cut  away  a  confide- 
rable  portion  of  the  pedtoral  mufcle  and  lav- 
two  of  her  ribs  bare.  The  edges  of  the 
wound  were  brought  into  contact,  they  unit¬ 
ed,  and  the  cicatrix  was  formed  in  the  ufual 

lime.  - 

4  '  ‘  :  Q.  case 


CASE  XII. 


R.  RUMSEY,  Surgeon  at  Amer- 
ffiam,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  had  re¬ 
moved  a  fcirrhous  tumor  of  the  bread, 
and  drefled  the  wound  in  the  ufual  way,  but 
never  could  get  it  to  heal.  The  ulcer  eu- 
created  m  fize,  and  the  whoie  bread  became 
difealed.  Some  time  after  in  January  1784* 


he  faw  me  perform  the  operation  I  have  re¬ 
commended  on  a  lady  in  the  lame  county, 
and  approving  of  it,  acquainted  me,  if  he 
could  prevail  on  his  patient,  Mrs.  Butcher  of 
Beacon’s-field,  aged  54,  to  fubmit  to  afecond 
operation,  he  would  try  my  method.  She 
confented,  and  I  abided  at  the  operation, 
when  Mr.  Rumfey  removed  the  whole  bread, 
including  a  very  large  ulcer  (above  three 
inches  in  breadth)  by  the  double  incifion. 
The  patient  being  corpulent,  and  the  bread 
naturally  large,  there  was  Ikin  fufficient  for 
the  edges  to  be  brought  accurately  into  con- 

tad,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  Mr. 

Rumfey 
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Rumfey,  with  great  care  and  nicety.  The 
parts  healed  up  perfectly,  in  the  ufual  time, 
nor  has  there  been  the  leaft  appearance  of  a 
return  of  the  complaint,  the  patient  having 
enjoyed  a  good  hate  of  health  ever  fince. 


CASE  XIII. 


SOON  after  this  a  widow  lady  applied 
to  me  at  the  Difpenfary.  Her  bread: 
had  been  difeafed  for  feveral  years,  during 
which  time  fhe  had  tried  all  the  medicines 
ufually  recommended  in  fuch  complaints, 
without  experiencing  any  real  advantage 
from  them.  About  eight  months  before  fhe 
applied  to  me,  fhe  had  fubmitted  to  the  ope¬ 
ration,  which  was  performed  in  the  old  way 
by  an  eminent  Surgeon,  who  removed  a  large 
cancerous  tumor,  together  with  an  oval  piece 
of  fkin.  The  wound  had  never  healed  up ; 
and  when  I  fir  ft  faw  her,  there  was  a  foul 
cancerous  ulcer  about  two  inches  in  breadth, 


exclu- 


•  [  1  r4  ]• 

exclufive  of  which  the  whole  breail  was  dif- 
eafed ;  and,  to  ufe  her  own  words,  was  grown 
out  much  larger  than  before  the  firft  opera¬ 
tion,  and  much  larger  than  the  breail  that 
was  not  difeafed.  She,  with  great  fortitude 
of  h  er  own  accord,  faid  fine  was  willing  to 
fubmit  to  the  operation,  performed  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  method,  as  ihe  had  no  confidence 
in  medicines.  I  removed  the  whole  difeafed 
mafs  by  the  double  incifion,  brought  the 
edges  ot  the  wound  together,  and  it  healed 
by  the  firft  intention ;  ihe  has  continued  per- 
.feebly  well  ever  iince.  Mr.  Baxter,  Surgeon 
of  the  Oreiles  frigate,  and  Mr.  Ellifon,  were 

prefent  at  the  operation. 
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C  A  S  E  -'XIV. 

TN  the  year  1 784,  a  lady,  at  the  time  of 
JL  her  menilrual  flux  becoming  irregular, 
but  being  otherwife  in  good  health,  received 
a  blow  on  her  breail,  a  fmall  hard  Jump 

was 


<v 


[  ir5  1 

)  ^ 

was  formed  in  the  part,  to  which  (he  paid  no 
regard,  for  a  fortnight  after  the  accident 
when  it  was  about  the  fize  of  a  wallnut.  In 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  it  increafed  to  the 
fize  of  an  egg  ;  and  at  the  end  of  three  months 
more,  it  had  increafed  to  double  the  fize,  or 
was  nearly  as  big  as  one’s  fill.  By  this  time, 
the  pain  increafed  confiderably,  and,  toufe  her 
own  words,  fhe  felt  a  growing  in  the  part, 
with  pains  fhooting  to  the  axilla  and  fhoul- 
ders,  which  increafed  with  the  tumor,  till 
the  whole  bread:  became  affected  ;  notwith- 
ftandtng  every  remedy  and  application  that 
could  be  thought  of,  had  been  tried,  by  re¬ 
gular  and  eminent  practitioners,  as  well  as 
by  itinerant  pretenders.  The  general  pro- 
,  grefs  of  this  difeafe  is  fuch  as  I  have  juft 
now  defcribed;  and  fo  far  as  I  have  had  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  obferve,  I  am  led  to  believe  it  takes 
this  courfe  nineteen  times  in  twenty.  The 

i 

lady  finding  no  relief  from  any  thing  that 
had  b  een  done,  much  lefs  any  hopes  of  a 
radical  cure,  con  fen  ted  to  the  operation, 
which,  being  applied  to  for  that  purpofe,  I 
performed.  Mr.  Haire,  Surgeon  at  South- 
minfter  in  Effex,  abided.  It  is  neceflary  to 

obferve 
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obferve  here,  concerning  what  happens  in 
many  other  cafes  as  well  as  in  this,  that 
there  were  fome  glands  behind  the  edge  of 
the  pectoral  rnufcle,  between  it  and  the  axilla, 
indurated,  yet  very  fmall,  being  only  about 
the  fize  of  a  horfe-bean,  all  which  I  careful¬ 
ly  removed. 

\ 

Unless  an  operator  be  accuftomed  to  the 
feel  of  fuch  glands,  and  know  where  to  fearch 
for  them,  he  might  readily  pafs  them  over, 
and  i'uppofe  the  parts  there  to  be  perfectly 
found,  the  enlargement  of  thefe  glands  be¬ 
ing  very  inconfiderable.  The  bed  method 
of  fearching  for  them,  is  to  raife  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  arm,  and  prefs  the  points  of  the  fingers 
from  the  poilerior  edge  of  the  pedtoral  muf- 
cle  towards  the  axilla.  It  there  be  any  difi* 
eafed  glands  they  will  be  found  in  the  courfe 
of  the  lymphatics,  gradually  increafing  and 
deeeper  leated  as  they  extend  into  the  axilla. 


CASE 

f 
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CASE  XV. 


A  LADY,  twenty- fix  years  of  age, 
who  had  never  been  married,  per¬ 
ceived  a  dwelling  in  her  right  bread:,  but 
knew  no  caufe  to  which  it  could  be  attributed, 
as  the  part  had  not  been  hurt  by  a  blow,  nor 
injured  by  any  external  violence.  The  com¬ 
plaint  took  the  ufual  courfe  defcribed  in 
other  cafes,  till  increafe  of  pain  and  fize 
obliged  her  to  apply  to  Mr.  Pott,  who  at  that 
time  (about  three  years  ago)  advifed  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  difeafed  part.  To 
this  (he  could  not  then  be  prevailed  on  to 
confent.  But  at  length,  (he  was  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  his  advice,  by  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  lady  at  Guildford,  who  had  been 
under  the  care  of  the  fird  Cancer-Quack  of 
the  prefent  time,  from  whofe  fpecious  pro- 

r-  -  . 

mifes  (he  was  led  to  expefl  a  radical  cure  in 
thefpace  of  dx  months,  without  undergoing 
any  operation.  During  this  time,  indead  of 
receiving  any  relief  from  the  various  nodrums 
and  applications  ufed,  her  complaint  increaf- 

ed, 
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ed,  till  at  length  ho  hope  could  be  enter¬ 
tained  from  the  operation.  She  lingered  a 
few  months  in  dreadful  torture,  during  which 
time  fhe  fent  daily  to  enquire  about  Mifs 
P- — ’s  health,  often  requeuing  her  to  come  to 
town  and  have  the  operation  performed,  be^ 
fore  her  caie  became  fo  defperate,  that  fhe 
could  entertain  no  hope  from  it.  The  ac¬ 
count  of  the  former  lady’s  lufferings  and 
death  induced  Mifs  P —  at  length  to  fubmit 
to  tne  operation,  but  not  till  there  was  a  large 
cancerous  ulcer  formed.  Application  was 
made  to  me,  to  perform  the  operation  in 
this  cafe,  which  i  did  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  Mr.  Getty,  and  feveral  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty.  She  recovered,  and  is 
now  in  good  health,  without  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  return  of  the  difeafe. 


CASE  XVI. 

,  .  •  .  ‘  ’•  )•  ^  p  ..  "*•  t  •  > 
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IN  March  1785,  a  gentleman  whofe  fcrotum 
was  enormoufly  1  welled,  applied  to  Mr. 
Shuter  of  Southwark.  The  cafe  being  very 

curious 
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curious  and  extraordinary,  Mr.  Sh uter  d 
fired  a  confuitation,  to  which  the  patient 
agreeing,  I  was  called  in.  On  the  firft  view 
and  examination,  it  appeared  to  me  be  a  dou¬ 
ble  hydrocele,  accompanied  with  a  farcocele 
on  one  fide.  On  that  fide  where  I  fuppofed 
the  farcocele,  there  was  a  foul  ulcer  on 
the  fcrotum,  with  ragged  uneven  edges, 
from  which  appearances  we  fuppofed  it  to  be 
cancerous.  The  Iwelling  on  both  fides  of  the 
fcrotum  was  fo  great,  fo  prominent,  and  ex¬ 
tended  over  the  os  pubis,  that  the  penis  was 
quite  buried  under  it,  the  prepuce  of  which 
we  could  hardly  get  a  fight  of ;  and  when  he 
made  water,  it  dribbled  over  the  tumor,  and 
frequently  excoriated  the  fcrotum,  which  was 
,  exceedingly  diftended.  The  tumor  being  fo 
enormous,  we  could  not  form  any  clear  and 
certain  opinion  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  and  the  true  ftate  of  the  teftes.  But  we 
agreed,  that  the  firft  thing  to  be  done  was,  to 
draw  off'  the  water  on  both  fides  by  the 
trochar,  in  order  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 
teftes.  This  being  done,  we  found  the  right 
tefticle  under  the  ulcer  (the  fide  on  which 
we  had  fuppofed  the  farcocele,)  to  the  feel. 
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perfectly  round,  and  of  a  natural  fize  within 
the  fack,  and  that  the  ulcer  was  at  a  confide- 
rable  diftance  from  this  teiticle.  On  the  ieft 
fide 3  where  we  fuppofed  nothing  more  than  a 
limple  hydrocele,  the  teiticle  was  fo  diieaied, 
that  the  immediate  removal  of  it  was  abfo- 
lately  neceffary.  T  o  this  the  patient  con* 
fen  ted ,  and  I  performed  the  operation*  In 
difiedting  it  away,  I  found  an  adhefion  to  the 
feptum  fcroti,  through  which  I  was  obliged 
to  cut.  This  produced  an  inflammation  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis  of  the  right  teiucle, 
which  terminated  in  a  radical  cure  or  the 
hydrocele  on  that  hde*  The  ulcer  of  the 
fc return  not  proving  cancerous,  but  having 
been  occafioned  by  the  extreme  diftenlion  of 
the  part,  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
urine  and  rubbing  or  the  patient  s  clothes 
very  loon  healed,  fo  to  at  the  patient  wa^>  per¬ 
fectly  well  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  i ec¬ 
ho  ninu  from  the  day  I  per^oimed  the  ope- 

o 

ration. 


CASE 
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CASE  XVII. 


F  E  W  months  after  the  foregoing 


r\  cafe,  Thomas  Bell,  or  King  John’s 
Court,  Bermondfey,  was  admitted  a  patient 
of  the  Surrey  Difpenfary,  under  my  care. 
His  complaint  was  exa£Uy  limilar  to  that  i 
have  juft  defcribed.  There  was  a  double 
hydrocele,  but  not  quite  fo  large  as  in  the 
former  cafe.  There  was  alfo  an  ulcer  on  the 
fcrotum,  with  ragged  edges,  extremely  foul, 
fetid,  and  painful,  in  every  refpect  refem- 
bling  a  real  cancer.  From  the  fuccefsful 
treatment  of  the  foregoing  cafe,  I  could  not 
be  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  in  this.  Having 
drawn  off  the  water,  I  found  the  tefticle  un¬ 
der  the  ulcer  perfectly  found.  But  that  on 
the  other  fide  was  l'o  difeafed  that  I  imme¬ 
diately  removed  it.  There  was  no  adhefiou 
to  the  feptum  fcroti,  as  in  the  former  cafe  : 
yet  an  inflammation  of  the  tunica  vaginalis 
on  the  oppolite  fide  took  place,  and  produced 
a  radical  cure,  The  ulcer  likewife  foou 
healed;  the  caufe  which  produced  it  (namely, 
a  diftenfion  of  the  fcrotum,)  having  been 


R 


removed 
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removed,  the  effedl  of  courfe  ceafed.  Mr. 
Baxter  and  Mr.  Ellis  were  prefent  and  afftft- 
ed  me  at  the  operation.  Our  patient  has  en¬ 
joyed  an  uninterrupted  {fate  of  good  health 
ever  ftnce. 


OBSERVATIO  N. 

Td  R  Q  M  the  foregoing  cafes,  it  is  evi- 
JL  dent,  that  we  cannot  always  form  a 
clear  and  juft  opinion,  either  by  the  appear¬ 
ance,  or  examination  of  the  parts  by  handling, 
as  the  tefticle  we  fuppofed  difeafed  proved  to 
be  found,  and  vice  verfa.  Many  Surgeons  truft 
too  much  to  the  appearance  and  a  flight  feel 
or  examination  of  the  part,  and  fufpedt  no¬ 
thing  but  a  fimple  hydrocele,  where,  by  a 
more  accurate  examination,  it  might  have 
been  difcovered  to  be  complicated  with  a 
fcirrhous  or  difeafed  tefticle.  When  we  can 
feel  the  body  of  the  tefticle  enlarged  in  fize, 
hard  and  uneven,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  is  difeafed,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  it  requires  a 

much 
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much  greater  quantity  of  water  to  conceal  it 
entirely  from  the  touch,  than  what  will  con¬ 
ceal  a  found  tefticle.  But  when  the  fcrotum 
is  fo  exceedingly  diftended  with  water  that 
the  body  of  the  tefticle  cannot  be  felt,  the 
hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  how  it  was  produced, 
and  the  pain  attending  it,  and  the  weight  of 
the  part,  (weighing  it  in  the  hand)  are  the 
principal  rules  to  diredl  us  in  forming  an 
opinion  of  the  ftate  of  the  tefticle.  If  doubts 
ftill  remain,  the  lafeft  practice  is  to  treat  it 
as  a  fimple  hydrocele,  which  is  attended  with 
very  little  difadvantage,  as  the  Surgeon  can 
proceed  to  extirpation,  if  the  fcirrhous  or 
difeafed  ftate  of  the  tefticle  require  it. 


CASE  XVIII. 

IN  the  month  of  October,  1785,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe  was  fent  by  Mr.  Robinfon, 
afli  ft  ant  to  Mr.  Jones  of  Whitchurch,  in 
Shropftiire. 


A  case 


i  i24  i 

A  case  of  a  fcirrhus  of  the  mamma  oc¬ 
curred  to  Mr.  Jones  above  two  months  ago. 
He  had,  when  in  London,  about  fourteen 
years  ago,  attended  Mr.  Elfe,  who  had  ftrong- 
ly  infifted  in  his  lectures  that  there  was  no 
cure  tor  thofe  infections,  and  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  only  an  additional  pain  given  to  the 
patient,  without  a  probability  of  fuccels. 
For  that  very  reaion  he  had  never  ventured 
to  perform  the  operation.  But  having  read 
your  treatife  on  cancers,  juft  at  the  time  this 
cafe  occurred,  it  induced  him  to  recommend 
the  operation,  according  to  your  method;  to 
which  the  patient  fubmitting,  he  performed 
it  with  fuccefs.  The  tumor  was  fituated 
juft  under  the  nipple,  quite  indurated,  but 
moveable.  She  had  violent  pains  in  the 
axilla,  which  extended  along  her  arm.  She 
was  fubjeCt  to  a  violent  head-ach,  with  fick- 
nefs  and  vomiting,  particularly  every  morn¬ 
ing.  She  laboured  under  all  thefe  fymptoms 
for  fome  months,  had  been  in  London,  and 
had  tried  every  medicine  in  vain.  Finding 
no  relief,  (he  returned  to  the  country,  and 
applied  to  Mr.  Jones,  who,  for  the  reafons 

before  mentioned^  advifed  and  performed 

the 
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the  operation  according  to  your  method.  1 
hope  it  has  anfwered  his  expectations,  as  the 
fhooting  pain  in  the  axilla  has  not  returned, 
and  the  head-ach  and  ficknefs  have  left  her 
in  a  great  degree.  Part  of  the  pectoral 
mufcle  was  diffected  away,  which  was  un¬ 
avoidable,  the  tumor  adhered  fo  ftrongly  to 
it,  yet  notvyithflanding  fhe  has  perfectly  re¬ 
covered  the  ufe  of  her  arm.  As  lire  lome- 
times  complains  of  a  lancinating  pain  in  the 
part,  is  fubjeCt  to  complaints  in  her  bowels,  and 
her  complexion  of  a  fallow  hue,  I  fear  ab- 
forption  had  taken  place,  by  her  delaying  to 
fubmit  to  the  operation  in  time.  \  et  I  would 
fondly  hope  I  may  be  miftaken  in  my  ap- 
prehenlions. 

I  have  given  the  foregoing  cafe  in  Mr. 
Robinfon’s  own  words,  from  whom  I  have 
not  fince  had  any  further  information  of  the 
patient’s  ftate  of  health.  Had  the  difeafe 
returned,  I  think  he  would  have  acquainted 
me  of  it. 


CASE 
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CASE.  XIX. 

C|N  the  26th  inftant,  while  this  pamphlet 
*  was  in  the  prefs,  I  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe,  from  Mr.  Chefton,  Surgeon  to 
the  Gloucefler  infirmary,  and  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society ;  a  gentleman  as  well  known 
in  the  literary  world,  as  he  is  diftinguifhed 
and  refpe&ed  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
where  he  refides,  as  the  moft  eminent  prac¬ 
titioner,  As  the  accuracy  and  ingenuity 
with  which  he  has  Hated  it,  render  the  lead: 
alteration  unneceflary,  I  give  it  literally  in 
his  own  words.  ;  \  B 

In  the  fpringof  1785,  Mrs.  M.  confulted 
me  for  a  very  large,  hard,  and  painful  tumor 
in  the  right  bread:,  attached  to  the  integu¬ 
ments  around  the  nipple,  immediately  under 
which  there  was  a  fuperficial  ulceration  about 
the  fize  of  a  fhilling,  from  whence  idued  a 
bloody  difc barge  in  coniiderable  quantity. 

As  the  tumor  was  perfectly  moveable, 

without  the  lead:  affection  in  the  axilla,  or 

any 
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any  of  the  neighbouring  glands,  and  as  me 
appeared  in  the  raoft  perfect  health,  I  urged 
the  immediate  removal  of  it,  as  the  only 
chance  of  her  avoiding  the  miferies  which 

W  V 

then  threatened  her.  It  was  however  up¬ 
wards  of  three  months  before  fhe  could  ab- 
folutely  determine  to  fubmit  to  it;  when  hav¬ 
ing  fixed  on  the  27th  of  July,  I  performed 
the  operation  on  that  day,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  Naylor,  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  the 
Glouceffer  Infirmary,  and  of  Mr.  Browne, 
a  Surgeon  of  very  exteniive  practice  at  Min- 
chin-Hampton,  in  whofe  neighbourhood  the 
patient  lived,  and  under  whofe  care  fhe  was 
to  continue. 


As  my  intention  was  to  attempt  the  cure 
by  the  method  in  which  you  had  been  fuc- 
cefsful,  I  began  my  incifion  fufficiently  free, 
that  I  might  not  be  confined  for  room,  and 
terminating  it  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  a 
triangle,  included  the  nipple  with  the  whole 


J 


of  the  difeafed  integuments  which  furround- 
ed  it.  Being  particularly  careful  after  the 
extirpation  of  the  tumor,  to  remove  every 
fufpicious  appearance,  thepedoral  xnufcle  was 

S  laid 


[  128  3 

laid  bare  in  feveral  places,  from  being  obliged 
to  carry  my  diffe&ion  very  high  up,  for  the 
removal  of  a  kind  of  condenfed  cellular 
membrane,  which  however  was  probably 
more  the  effeft  of  the  dragging  weight  of 
the  bread:,  than  any  communication  of  dif- 
eafe  from  the  enlarged  gland.  Many  veffels 
bled  very  freely  in  the  courfe  of  the  didec- 
tion,  but  I  did  not  think  it  necedary  to  ufe 
but  one  ligature. 

As  fhe  had  naturally  a  very  large  bread, 
the  quantity  of  the  integuments  which  re¬ 
mained  was  amply  fufficient  to  give  us  every 
profpe&of  fuccels;  and  fecuring  them  when 
-brought  together  by  fmall  compreffes  of 
cloth  properly  fituated  for  that  purpofe,  the 
whole  was  confined  by  a  circular  bandage  as 
ufual  around  the  ched. 

Visiting  my  patient  on  the  fourth  day 
afterwards,  1  had  the  pleafure,  upon  remov¬ 
ing  the  d refling,  of  finding  the  mod  pro- 
mifing  union  in  every  part,  unlefs  where  the 
ligature  was  differed  to  remain.  And  as  the 

jfubfequent  care  devolved  on  Mr.  Browne,  I 

had 
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had  the  further  fatisfa&ion  of  hearing  from 
him,  that  a  fmall  difcharge  continued  a  few 
days  till  the  ligature  threw  off,  and  that  the 
cicatrix  was  completely  formed  at  the  end  of 
a  fortnight. 

Thus  far  every  circumdance  anfwered,  I 
may  fay  exceeded,  my  mod  fanguine  expec¬ 
tations,  and  die  continued  perfectly  well  till 
the  middle  of  January  1 786,  when  (he  caught 
a  fevere  cold,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  trou- 
hleiome  cough  and  tightnefs  on  her  breath. 
About  the  latter  end  of  this  month  fhe  found 
fome  unealinefs  in  her  left  bread:,  which  upon 
examining  attentively,  fhe  perceived  confidera- 
bly  fuller  than  formerly,  and  with  a  hardnefs 
in  every  refped  fimilar  to  the  complaint  in 
the  right  bread  when  in  its  incipient  date. 
Soon  afterwards  finding  fome  difagreeable 
fenfations  about  the  centre  of  the  part, 
from  whence  the  induration  had  been  extir¬ 
pated,  (he  there  found  a  knot  equalling  a 
Spanifih  nut,  and  upon  a  more  diligent  fearch, 
a  fmall  fubdance  in  the  right  axilla,  of  which 
fhe  had  never  had  the  lead  previous  notice ; 

S  2  as 
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as  well  as  feveral  enlarged  glands  on  each  fide 
the  neck  immediately  above  the  clavicle. 

As  Ihe  lived  at  a  diftance  from  Gloucefter, 
and  had  once  made  a  journey  to  confult  me 
on  her  alarming  fituation,  when  I  happened 
to  be  from  home;  I  took  the  opportunity, 
when  viliting  a  patient  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  on  the  15th  inftant,  of  calling  on  her, 
and  found  matters  as  above  defcribed,  the 
hardneffes  not  having  made  much  advance  of 
late,  but  the  cough  and  tightnefs  on  her  breath 
occafionally  affe&ing  her  fo  much,  that  fhe 
could  not  walk  upon  level  ground  without 
great  inconvenience,  nor  up  hill  without  a 
threatening  fuffocation. 

Though  my  patient  is  at  prefent  in  this 
unfortunate  fituation,  I  do  not  confider  it  in 
the  leaft  to  militate  againft  the  mode  of  ope¬ 
ration.  When  we  oppole  the  eafe  and  ex¬ 
pedition  of  the  cure  to  the  immenfe  fize  of  a 
wound  after  the  extirpation  of  a  tumor  which 
weighed  near  three  pounds  and  a  half,  and 
compare  it  with  the  pain,  time,  and  diftref- 

1  '  fing 
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ling  circumftances  which  would  neceffarily 
have  attended  a  large  ulcerated  furface  in 
the  ufual  mode  of  operating,  the  improve¬ 
ment  cannot  but  recommend  ltfelf  in  the 
flrongeft  degree, 

I  observed  at  firft  that  I  did  not  fee  Mrs. 
M.  for  fome  time  before  the  day  of  the  ope¬ 
ration.  Upon  talking  with  her  immediately 
on  my  arrival  at  her  houfe,  I  found  the  re- 

f  ■  *  *  >  * 

mains  of  an  eruption  on  her  fkin,  which 
fhe  attributed  to  a  former  furfeit,  but  which 
I  could  not  help  expreffing  my  fears  to  the 
gentlemen  in  attendance  with  me,  to  arife 
from  an  unfortunate  abforption,  which  of  it- 
felf  might  poffibly  counteract  our  fuccefs,  as 
I  had  in  feveral  inftances  feen  an  erilipelas 
'  about  the  bofom,  with  general  effiorefcence, 
mark  that  circumfrance,  and  prove  a  certain 
fore-runner  of  impending  mifchief  and  dan¬ 
ger.  This  remark  I  fubmit  to  future  atten¬ 
tion,  as  an  objeCt  highly  worthy  of  notice  ; 
for  though  the  glands  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  cancerous  tumor  are  often  found  affe&ed, 
without  any  fymptom  whatever  to  denote 

the 
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the  time  abforption  took  place,  yet  I  have 
never  feen  the  circumftance  above-mention- 

v  v 

ed,  without  an  almoll  immediate  change  for 
the  wcrfe  in  every  refpect. 

Gloucejier ,  June  25 tb,  1786. 


:  I.  !  •  . 

To  the  cafes  already  given,  I  might  add 
many  others  received  from  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  But  this  pamphlet  has  already 
fo  much  exceeded  the  bounds  I  intended, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  flop  here,  fuppreffing 
many  fuccefsful  cafes.  This,  I  hope,  willbe 
accepted  as  a  fufficient  apology,  by  thofe. 
oentlemen,  who  have  favoured  me  with 

D  7 

cales. 

These  two  I  have  feledled  from  a  great 
number,  it  being  my  wilh  and  intention  not 
to  conceal  from  the  public  any  one  that  had 
the  leaf:  appearance  of  terminating  unfa¬ 
vourably. 

RE- 
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REMARKS.- 

H  E  foregoing  cafes  are  felefted,  being 
the  worft  in  which  I  have  operated, 
and  {hewing  at  what  an  advanced  date  ot  the 
difeafe,  the  operation  may  be  attended  with 
fuccefs.  Many  others  might  be  added  of  a 
milder  nature,  which  of  courfe  were  all  luc- 
cefsful.  But  thofe  I  have  given  fufficiently 
prove  the  advantages  of  the  methods  of  ope¬ 
rating,  I  have  defcribed,  and  justify  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  have  fpoken  of  them,  in  the 
former  part  of  this  treatife.  I  have  given  two 
cafes  which  quickly  proved  fatal,  though  no  v 
operation  was  performed.  Thefe  cafes  fhew 
the  propriety  of  having  recourfe  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  in  time.  I  have  likewife  given  an 
unfuccefsful  cafe  in  which  I  performed  the 
operation,  viz.  that  of  Elizabeth  Auger ;  and 
even  from  that  cafe,  the  practicability  and 
advantage  of  uniting  the  parts  by  the  firft 
intention  appears,  which  fucceeded  in  the 

fecond 
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fecond  operation,  as  well  as  in  the  firft,  tho’ 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  integuments 
was  removed  by  the  double  incifion :  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  fav,  that  this  and  one  other  fince  the 
firft  edition  of  this  pamphlet,  are  the  only 
unfuccefsful  cafes,  as  the  other  patients  are 
all  at  this  time  living,  and,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  free  from  any  appearance  of  a  relapfe. 

\ 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  help  regarding 
this  immediate  union  of  the  parts  by  the 

i  * 

firft  intention,  and  the  fpeedy  cicatrization 
of  the  wound  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  as  the 
two  great  effects  refulting  from  thefe  opera¬ 
tions,  and  the  advantages  arifing  therefrom 
as  invaluable.  Whether  among  other  good 
effedls  they  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  a  re¬ 
turn  of  the  clifeafe,  time  and  experience  muft 
determine.  This  we  know  for  certain,  that 
in  the  ufual  method  of  amputating  the  breaft, 
a  wound  of  a  large  furface  is  made,  which  by 
the  application  of  lint,  and  the  Ikin  being 
allowed  to  retradl,  becomes  considerably  lar¬ 
ger  by  the  time  it  is  firft  drefled,  than  it  was 
immediately  after  the  operation. 

7  Besidf. 
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Beside  the  greater  Sufferings  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  much  time  is  loft  in  the  healing  up  of 
this  wound,  generally  three  months  or  more; 
in  many  cafes  it  never  can  be  healed  intire- 
ly  ;  hut  when  it  comes  to  the  breadth  of  a 
fhilling,  Spreads  out  afrefh,  and  the  diSeaSe 
returns,  or  perhaps,  is  thereby  reproduced. 
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CONCLUSION. 

I  HAVE  now  only  to  add,  that  I  hum¬ 
bly  offer  the  operations  I  have  defcribed 
to  the  public  under  no  patronage  whatever, 
•but  trull  to  the  advantages  which  by  expe¬ 
rience  may  be  found  to  refult  from  them. 
Should  they  be  thought  any  way  conducive 
to  the  improvement  of  the  chirurgical  art, 
and  by  being  brought  into  general  ufe,  prove 
beneficial  to  my  fellow  creatures,  in  dimi- 
nifhing  pain,  greatly  Shortening  confinement, 
accelerating  the  healing  of  the  part,  and 

T  thereby 


